64 [COUNCIL.]

which nature has been most bountiful in
its gifts. T hope hon. members on both
sides of ihe House will endeavour to culti-
vate and develop the natural resources of
this country, and by so doing show that
they are true patriots of their country,
and are endeavouring so far as they can,
and consistent with their position 23
politicians on either side of the House,
to develop all ihe latent resources of this
country and make it the foremost among
tre States of Australia. Since natore has
been so kind it will be unkind on our
part not 1o co-operate with its efforts and
not to do what we can to develop them.
So far as members on this side of the
House are eoncerned—-and [ think I may
speal even more than personally—we are
lere tepresenting the people with the
fixed purpose and intent of developing all
the resourees in this eountry for the good
of all classes of the community. That
will be onr object and we trust that all
members of the House will assist us
towards that end.

On motion by Mr, Mitchell, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 7.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY, Sessional Committees were ap-
pointed as follow:—

Standing  Orders  Committee,—The
Hon. the President, the Chairman of
Committees, Hon. M. L. Moss, Hon. R.
Pennefather, and the mover.

Printing Commitiee.—The President,
Hon. W, Patrick, and the mover.
Library Committee.—The President,

Hon. W, Kingsmill, Hon, Sir J, V.
Hackett.
Honse  Committee.—The President,

Hon, Sir E, H. Wittenoom, Hon. J. .
Dodd, Hon. A. G. Jenkins, Hon. B. C.
O’Brien.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. M. L, Moss, leave
of absence for the remainder of the ses-
sion granted to Hon. F. Connor on the
ground of urgent private business.

BILL—GAME,

Introduced, on motion by Hon. W.
Kingsmill, and vead a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third day.
Debate reswumed from the previous day.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): Since the
last meeting of Parliament there has been
a pgeueral election, with the result, which
is well known, of a new party having
come to power to rule the affairs of this
country for the next three years, and
as a member of a non-party House I con-
gratulate my friend, Mr. Drew, on having
assumed the responsible and onerous
position as leader, and his colleague, Mr.
Dodd, on having attained Cabinet rank.
As a vesnlt of by-elections we have
amongst ns two new members, Mr. Do-
land and Mr. Davis. 'They come to this
Chamber as direct nominees of the La-
bour party, and I think these gentlemen,
after having had some experience of this
Chamber, will easily come to the conelu-
sion that every measure (hat comes to this
Chamber for the consideration of mem-
hers is dealt with fairly and on its merits,
irrespective of the party responsible for
its introduction. I congratulate hoth
these genilemen on having hecome mem-
bers of this House. 1 hope when they
have the opportunity of knowing more
abont the methods and business of this
Chamber, instead of being advoeates for
a reduetion of the franchise, with a view

b
.
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to the ultimate abolition of this Chamber,
they will soon become staunch supporters
of the bi-cameral system. The policy of
one Government and the poliey of another
Government seem to have very little dif-
ference when you analyse them, because
I find that the Premier has told us that
there is nol goinyg to he any siackening off
of the policy of immigration; there is to
be no stagnation of necessary public
works being carried out, and that there
is to be no stagnation in connection with
the land seitlement of the country, I
think it will he admitted on all hunds that
the policy unecessary for a young and ex-
tensive country like Western Australia is
a policy of immigration, public works and
tand settlement. The question of immi-
gration T put in the forefront of any
poliey, heczuse I cannot believe Western
Australia is sulliciently populated with
only 300,000 people; one-third of the Con-
tinent of Ausiralia with a mere handful
of people in it is not the destination of
this country; and the people of Australia,
and the people of Western Australia more
particularly, will not be doing their duty
by the Empire if they do not make super-
human efforts to people this State. We
shall not be deing our duly to humanity
if we congider that we have arvived at
the maximum of population of this coun-
try with 300,000 people. Ve know that
the great nations of Europe are hunger-
ing for territory to put their surplus mil-
lions into, and it eannot be that this great
continent of Australia will be held hy
British people and the people of the Com-
monwealth if we do not do the duty that
mankind has thrust on us.  We rvequire
teeming millions of pepulation in this
country, and any Government will be
false in that duty to earry out that very
important aspect of the poliev of direct-
ing the efforts of the country in not deing
that which is in its hest interesls, Rul
there is a finaneial aspect in connection
with Immigration that ne Governmeni ean
lose sight of. At the present moment the
contributions which we receive from (he
Federal Government consist of a sum of
about £230.000 a vear, as a special grant
to make up for the Joss sustained after the
fen years period of the Braddon Blot
had disappeared from the Federal Consti-

tution Aef. T call it Braddon Blot; it was
a Braddon blessing so far as Western Aus-
tralia was concerned, but it iz generally
known as the Braddon Blot. When that
disappeared from the Federal Constitution
Act Western Australia was absolutely at
the merey of the Federal Parliament to
obtain that which it was justly entitled
to, in securing a fair and just proportion
of the enormous revenue derived through
the Customs House. The position to-day
is this. We get 25s. a head for the popu-
lation of Western Australia as a contri-
buiion, together with the special allowance
of £230,000. This £250,000 is a disap-
pearing gnantity, because every year it is
to be reduced by the sum of £10,000. On
the assumption that the population of this
State is heing added to by something like
10,000 souls in round numbers doring the
last year or two—I do not think I am
over-estimating the numbers, probably
Mr, Connolly will be able to enlighten the
House more specifically on the point than
T ean—that means an increase of £12,500
in revenue, and to put a barrier on in eon-
nection with immigration will be a serious
thing, not only from the point of view
of not doing the duty Inposed on the
Government by the people of the State,
but it means a very serious loss of revenue.
I hope that the Government will keep
that steadily in view., I am not one of
those who believe that by bringing people
into the coundry we are going fo cause
an unemployved diffienlty. The more
people you bring in the greater de-
mand you create for everv commodity of
living. So long as lhe Government are
careful that we do not get an undue pro-
rortion of wasters, and so long as they
get the proper class of immigrants. there
need be no fear. There is nol the slight-
est donbt that in bringing in thousands
of people we are going to wet a cer-
tain proportion of wasters; that has been
the experience in Canada and elsewhere
where pmmigration has been embarked
upon on a large seale. But if due eare
is taken at the other end in getling the
right elass of immigrant, we ean avoid
many of the mistakes that have been
made elsewhere.
party, aud to the Government, that we
have nothing to fear from bringing peo-

I say to the Labour =
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ple inlo this eountry, If the prosperity
of the country depends on the smallness
of the population, we can pursue that
argument to its logieal conclusion and
sty that the country would be more pro-
sperous if it had no population at all.
There seems to be a fear that we may
bring into the field competitors with arti-
sans, and others, but I say that the more
people we bring in the more demand
there will be for the produce of artisans,
and the greater will be the henefit to
property holders and others who have a
stake in the couniry. There is to he no
stagnation in the matter of public works
we are told, and a poliey of immigration
must go hand in hand with the policy of
public works, becanse if we are hringing
in population we must carry on public
works to open up the eountry for them,
and the expenditure on public works pro-
vides an avenue of employment for the
surplus labour. Bui let me say that T
strongly disapprove of the proposal to
ereate a Publie Works Committee, and
on this point the public have been con-
siderably enlightened by the arguments
appearing in the West Australian to-day.
That leading article furnishes a consid-
erable amount of information for the
public and for public men to think upon.
So far as T can see, this proposed Public
Works Committee is nothing more or
less than a permanent Royal Cormis-
sion. Assuming that the Committee will
number seven, as in New South Wales,
and that the remuneration will be on the
same lines, this will give to the Govern-
ment of the day the privileze of practi-
cally nominating four additional Cahinet
Ministers, For very many years in this
House I have been one of the strongest
opponents of the appointment of these
Royal Commissions, and I have been par-
tieularly opposed to them when the per-
sonnel comprised members of either
House of Parliament. During the nine
months Mr. Daglish’s Government were
in office there were one or two Royal
Commissions appointed, and then, and on
subsequent occasions when other Gtovern-
mepts have appointed these Royal Com-
missions, I have most strenuously oh-
jected. T have always considered that it

is a breach of the Constitution Aet for
nmetbers of Parliament to aceept remun-
eration in this way, and it would be a
very serious thing to put into the hands
of the Government the power of praecti-
cally nominaiing four more Cabinet Min-
isters. It would be more serious in this
State, where we have a small House of
50 members, than it is in New South
Wales, where the Lower House consists,
I believe, of 100 members. Then again,
I want to kuow what additional advant-
age the country will derive from the
appointment of sueh a conmittee over
and above the machinery that exists at
the present time. To-day the Govern-
ment decide on the constroetion of a
ratlway, and it is then referred to an
Advisory Committee eonsisting, 1 believe,
of the Engineer-in-Chief, the Surveyor
General, and Mr, Paterson, the manager,
of the Agrieultural Bank. In those three
gentlemen we have three experts; the
ficst deals with the proposal from the
engineering point of view, and the second
from the swvevor’s point of view, and
then wyou have the almost unparalleled
experience of Mr. Paterson, who knows
this country so well., But even then the
final word does not rest with this Ad-
visory Committeee, because Parliament
has always the power contained in its
standing orvders to appoint a select com-
mittee to report as to whether a par-
tienlar work should be proceeded with.
I admit that in the past this power has
not always been exercised in the best in-
terests of the country, but that is the
fault of this House and another place.
My point is that we have the Minister
and our Advisory Committee, composed
of men who are entirely independent,
and who so far have not led the coun-
try astray; we have an additional safe-
guard in the seleet committee, and then
the matter mnst pass both Houses of
Parliament, and last, but by no means
least, we have the Press of the country
to throw the search light of public
opinion on all proposals. Now we are
going to add another wheel to the vehicle,
T was almost poing to say a fifth wheel,
but it is more than that, and Mr. Cullen
yesterday clearly indicated the abuses
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that have eropped up in connection with
the appointment of the committee in New
South Wales. There is a further point
in the West Australian leading article to-
day that eannot be too strongly empha-
sised, namely, that no other part of Aus-
trulia has thought fit to follow the New
Sonth Wales example. Therefore, so
far as T can see, it will entail a
considerable addilion te the eost in
conneetion with these works withont any
compensating advantage, for it appears
from the figures published in the
papet this morning that the committee in
New Sounth Wales cost in fees and ex-
penses nearly £6,000 last vear. In my
opinion it is a piece of bad poliey on the
part of the Governmeni to suggest, or
to ask Parliament (o agree to any such
proposal, and, so far as hes in my power,
if that measure comes to this House, T
shall endeavour to defeat it. | have not got
ithe elightest complaint agmnst the pro-
posa!l of the Government to stop unfair
speculation in connection with the Crown
lands of Western Australia. None of us
want to see men illegally holding land
and henefiting by so doing, 1 dare say
i ois a diffieult matfer to frace but there
has heen dummying, to a greater or lesser
degree, going on in Western Australia;
if that has not been the ense, Western
Aunstralia, in the settlement of ils waste
lands, is experiencing something different
from what other parls of Australia have
experienced. Therefore, 1 will go the
whole length with the Government if legis-
lation is necessary, and, if it is not neces-
sary, 1 will say nothing and do nothing
to prevent the Giovernment carrying out
a poliey which will stop speculation hy
illegitimate holders of land. Thal is one
thing, but it is a totally different thing
in earrying out that pelicy to do some-
thing which will stop land settlement in
Western Austialia. My idea of a poliev
of immigration and public works must
also go hand in hand with the setilement
of the land. and if the settlement is bona
fide it will be the greatest blunder to do
anyvthing fe arrvest its progress. In my
humble helief it iz a great misrake to take
away anvthing from a man who has heart
enongh to go into the back country, take

up virgin land and develop it in the in-
terests of himself and the State at large.
It is a mistake not to give him the free-
hold; in faet one indueement to take np
this land in undeveloped areas is the
promise that the seleclor will ‘acquire
something that will be his very own, I
do not believe that a man is going into the
back country to develop the land, and
put his capital and energy inte it, if he
knows that at the end of five, ten, or
twenfy years there is going to be a re-
asgessinent and possibly an inerease of
rent. What is the use of all this wasle
land in Western Ausiralia unless it is
going to he taken up and made reproduc-
tive? In the United States in the early
days of settlement. when they were trying
by every possible means to get people to
select the land, vast areas were alinost
given away, and I believe it would be a
rood hargain for Western Australin to
give away ihe land in the outhack dis-
tricts, if we Lnew that the people were
honn fide seftlers who were going to work
it in the best interests of the country. It
is the man who takes up land and holds
it for illegitimate purposzes that Parlia- -
ment and the Minister should be on the
track of, but nothing should be done to
interfere wilh the man who is prepared
to take up this waste country and put
it to nses whieh will be beneficial to the
ecountry at large. Only the most general
statements have been made with regard to
the intention of the Minister for Lands
as to the refusal to register transfers, hut
the (fovernmeni must not forget that a
huge sum of money belonging to this
country haz heen invested through the
Agrienltural Bank in all sorls of securi-
ties lawfully created under the Land Aet;
and if the necessity arises for the bank fo
realise, arve the Government going ta fake
these lands back and hold them for all
{tmie, or must they not act as a private
martgagee wonld, and go into the market
and sell to the highest bidder? Tl is im-
possible for the Agrienltural Bank o
finanee all these propositions, and we
know: thal all the other hanks, besides a
multitude of companies and privale in-
dividnals, are advancing money on the
lands of the State. Tt has been a difficult
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thing to induce people to put their money
out on the seeurity of eonditional pur-
chase lands, and it would be a swuicidal
policy to do anything that would interfere
with the security that this class of invest-
ment is afforded. We know that ecapilal
15 a very shy thing indeed. Amongst
some people one has only fo talk of
capital and they begin to regard it as
something dreadful that is going to injure
the prople. But few people can do with-
out capital, and the people who will most
suffer through the sudden putting on of
the brake are the working and artisan
populatieon. If anything is done i con-
nection with the land laws, which is gzoing
to make that class of security looked on
sideways by the commercial institniions
of the country, it will take a long while Lo
recover the position and restore confid-
ence, I do not believe that the Govern-
ment can have any intention of doing
that which a good many people give them
eredit for intending, and until we know
more of what the (fovernment propose I
do not intend to condemn them. The
observations I am making are merely ob-
servations of warning as to the danger
that will lie in any step whick will make
these securities regarded outside as any-
thing different from proper securities for
the investment of capital. According to
the Governor's Speech a Bill will come
before us for the reduciion of salavies of
Ministers. [ voted against this inerease,
and I voted against the increase of the
payment of members, and T am quite
prepared (o vole again in the same diree-
tion as I did last year. T am quite pre-
pared to vote for the payment of mem-
bers of Parliament to be reduced to £200
as il was before the general elections, and
if Ministers here are satisfied that the
former payment is sufficient remuneration
for the services they are giving to the
country I have no complaint to make. I
shall be satisfied to vote with them. T
have repeatedly from my place in the
House expressed my opinion in respect
to the Coneiliation and Arbitration Ack
I was one of the strongest supporters of
that measure when it was introduneed in
this Chamber in 1901, but as a result of
the operation of that measare I have fre-

quently in more recent years condemned
it as a signal failare, and I stand here
and say that I see no reason to alter the
opinions I have already expressed about
it. Thal Aect was passed with the idea
of giving te this community industrial
peace. Tt lias not done so. The effect
of the Act is this. Tt is an exeellent
instrument of oppression in the hands of
the worker, but it is a useless piece of
legislation 1 the hands of employers of
labomr for the purpose of having the
awards of the court observed. 1f is sup-
posed to be a judieial irthunal, but it

is a judicial tribunal that ean
only enforee its Judgment in one
direction; a judicial tribunal  that
cannot  compel the litigants on

botl sides to observe its awards, and
it is an unfair instrument in the hands of
the side on which the advanlage lies.
When you are dealing with an industry,
or with the man who has his capital em-
barked im an industry it is the easiest
thing in the world to compel the observ-
ance of the award so far as the master is
coucerned, because by attacking his pro-
perty you ensure due observance of the
judgment of the court, but when you are
dealing with a large number of men in
an industey it is an enlirely different pro-
posal, I have said before that you want
a prison as big as a military barracks to
put men in if they do not observe the
judgment of the court, and I have also
stated thal such a eourse is not desirable.
1t is too oufrageous to suppose that you
can take 500 or 1,000 men who may he
dissatisfied with their conditions of labour
and the remuneration they are getting and
hur! them into a prisen. That would not
be toleraled in a free country such as this
is. That is one argument that has led
me lo come to the conclusion that this
legislation is a fallacy. Of recent months
we have had two tramway sirikes, a strike
at Collie, a bricklayers’ strike, and a
plumbers’ strike. :

Hon. J. E. Dodd {Honorary Minister) :
What would have been the result without
the legislation?

Hon. M., L. MOSS: This legislation
has been passed with the ogbject of pre-
venting stiikes, and my argument is that
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it has not done so. My point is that when
you are dealing with the masters on the
one hand you can enforee obedience
agamst them, but on the other, looking at
it as reasonable beings, we must come to
the conelusion that men are not observing
the awards of the court; not only that, bui
they are not observing the spirit of the
Act. For this veason, it is not lawful for
men to strike. The men’s duty under this
legislation is Lo go to the tribunal which
is provided, and get the dispute settled,
and holding the strong views that I do,
knowing as every hon. member knaows,
the faets as related are absolutely irue,
if an honest expression of opinion is
given with regard to this legislation it
must be admitied that in its operation it
has signally failed as rvegards the great
bady of workers who arve dissalisfied either
wilh the awards of the court or with the
conditions of labour under which they
are working. We heard during the elec-
tions a tremendous amount ahout the high
eost of living. There is no doubt about
the faet that it is high; but what brings
that about? It iz quite impossible for the
cost of living to go down while the rate
of wages in every industry is inereasing.
If you incresse the cost of production
everything else has to vespond. I am not
saying that men should not gei good
wages. 1 want to see men get well paid.
It is not to the advantage of any com-
munity that any industry should exist
which does not enable the worker and his
~wife and family to live in reasonable eom-
fort. If an industry will not do that
in Western Australia we are better with-

out it. We have to he logical and reason-

able as lo the increase in cost of
living, and if wages are mounting up the
whole time the question is, is it to the
benefit of the worker that he gets 12s, per
day for what he previously got 10s., when
the spending power of that 12s. to-day
is no greater than the spending power
of the 10s. was a few years ago. When
I say the cost of living is responsible for
the inecrease in the wages paid in the in-
dustries throughout the State, I do not
want to be misinterpreted; I do not want
it to be nnderstood that I am in favour of
low wages. One thing is the corollary of
the other. You increase wages and you

inerease the cost of production. It is
grossly unfair to put that to the door
of this or the preceding or any other Gov-
ernment. The people at large do it and
the people at large must expect the logieal
consequence of their action when they ask
for inereased pay. Western Australia in
ecommon with other States was called upon
to vote upon several questions submitted
by the Federal Parliament to the people,
and I was one of those who endeavoured
to defleat the proposals of the Federal
Government. I said during that cam-
paign, and T say now, and I make the
statement in all friendliness to the Gov-
ernment, hecause I have patriolic feelings
with regard to this State, that T do not
want to see the Parliament of Western
Australia denuded of more of its powers
than js necessary. I believe, however, that
in the interests of Australia, the anti-
trust legislation that applies in the States
to-day, shonld be enfeorced within each
State. There are two ways of doing that.
The States as a whole may voluntarily
snrrender their powers to the Federal Par-
liament, or Letier still the West Ausiralian
or other State Parliamenis have the power
to enact the laws imposed for interstate
transactions relating to trusts, combines,
or monovolies. I hope lhe Government
will deal with the question, if not this
session then next session, so as to prevent
any futurve admission being made in the
Federal Parliament that this obligation,
which in my opinion rests upon Parlia-
ment, is not being carried out. If the
Government will come down with legis-
lation of that kind it will be my privilege
and pleasure to support them and get it
put on the statute book. I am going to
trouble the House a few minntes with re-
gard to some figures which I would not
have quoted but for a very nnjust, and T
think a very ungenerous remark or series
of observations, made by Mvr. Brimage
when he was seconding the Address-in-
reply. Mr. Brimage stated that Mr. Gre-
gory, the ex-Minister for Mines, had done
very little for the mining industry, and
it had been a difficult matter for Mr, Gre-
gory during his election campaign to point
to anything during the last three years
that he has dope for that industry. In
the observations that I am going to make
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1 do not want to detract from what the
mining industry bas done for Western
Australia.

Hon. T. F. 0. Brimage: Yoo know very
little abowt it.

Hon. M. L, MOSS: I am going to show
the hon. member that he knew nothing
about it when he made the observatliens,
or if he did T shall ask hon. members to
draw the conclusion as to whether his ve-
marks were just to Mr. Gregory or
whether he was simply induiging in gener-
alities. But when I come to bedrock pre-
sently I think the eountry will be satis-
fied that very unjust observations were
made against the late Minister for Alines.
I do not want to defracl from what the
mining industry has done for the country,
becaunse I lived in Western Australia be-
fore the discovery of the Eastern Gold-
fields, and we all know the wonderful
transformation that took place after the
diseovery of gold, I am one of those who
hope we have not vet achieved all that we
shall achieve in conneetion with the great
mining indastry of Western Austvalia, be-
cause one or two discoveries such as we
have had on the Eastern goldfields will
make a marvellous difference in that turn
of the wheel in Western Auvstralia. But
history iz only repeating itself in this
country. The gold vield has decreased,
and what the country vequires in order to
make that industry buoyant arve fresh dis-
eoveries. Until they ean be made, the
industry under ordinarv circumstanees
will languish, hecanse with the agrienltural
and pastoval indusiries given good sea-
ROoNng .\_7011 can ent your ('I'Op or g[‘OW your
sheep. but when yon itake gold out of a
mining lense it does not grow again, and
the only thing for the country, therefore,
is fo make fresh discoveries with the ob-
ject of keeping up the production to what
it has beeu in years past. During the last
teir vears there has been a vote annnally
before Parliament koown as the Mines De-

velopment Vote. and that vote has been
somewhere in lhe vielnity of £50,000
a year. For nine out of those ten
vears My, Gregory has been respon-

sible for (he expendifure of that vote.
Now the total expenditure in eonnection
with water supply for tracks—and. mark

you, this is irrespective altogether of the
money expended on the great Coolgardie
Water Seheme—the total expenditure on
water supply for tracks has been
£922.000.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: I is to be hoped
the hon. member will give us the fignres
of the revenue derived from the gold-
fields.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : I will give it all in
good time. The working expenses in
counection with the water supplies, apart
from thai £922,000, over nine years has
been £138,000, and the revenue derived
£82,000 or a loss—when T say a loss to
the country I only mean a loss on the
figurves ; bhecause I, and the House, must
admit that this expenditure has been pro-
ductive of some good to the industry—a
loss of £46,000 and this, too, without
allowing one solitary penny for interest
or sinking fund,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan : You might set
against that the amount derived from
the big mines by way of income tax,
namely, £80,000 per year.

Hon, M. L. MOSS : T will give the hon.
member all that. Bot this expenditure
has been in no way for the purpose of
assisting these big mines. The assist-
ance they get is from the expenditore the
State undertook in eonnection with the
big Coolgardie Water Scheme. These, I
submit, are all items which may be justly
claimed as expenditure of money to assist
the mining industry in its picneering
stages, Now, duoring the period fob
which Mr. Gregory was responsible for

- the administration of this mines develop-

ment vote. there were sunk 97,000 feet
or 182 miles of bores for water ; there
were water shafts for 18,000ft. or an
equivalent of 3%] miles, and there were
hore wells of 3,730ft. which were only
for the purpose of providing water for
prospectors in outback distriets. There
was diamond. drilling of 21,000ft. or an
equivalent of 4 miles and tracks were
cleared aggregating 900 miles, while daws
were built with a holding capacity of 100
million gallons of water., Then there is
the system of State batteries built np by
Mr. Gregory. which shows a loss on the
fisures of £30,000 to the State, and that
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without a penny of inierest or sinking
fond being taken into aceount ; and for
the purpose of these State batteries
£200,000 came out of Loan Fund. 1
think it is a fair thing to affirm that if
it had unot been for the State battery
system a number of places existing to-
day would never have been heard of.
Here is a piece of policy, By a regula-
tion made in 1906 the miner was enabled
under his miner’s right to take up a pros-
pecting area of 18 aeres at the sum of
10s. per year. There are 15,000 acres
held to-day, I am told, wnder this par-
ticnlar method of holding land, and the
loss to the revenue as against what
would have been paid if the land were
held under other conditions, means
£15,000 per vear. Then there is the es-
tablishment of the School of Mines to the
credit of the late Mimsier for Mines.
Has that done nothing for the industry %
There 1s another. system of providing
water in places where there are small
mining ¢amps, and in eonnection with
which the water supply I have already
referred to will not serve. Dams have
been made or wells sunk and equipped
with windmills, and at these mining
camps these water supplies and wind-
mills have been turned over to the people

without eost at alll. I am told
thal this method of water supply has
been the meauns of keeping these
small places going. The State has been
lately throngh a particularly trying

pevied, although the less we say about
that the hetier. Too much has already
been made of it, because what is said of
it does nol stop here, but goes to the
Eastern Stales and to England, where it
does a lot of harm. Siill. when one comes
to think of it. one bad season in 23 years
iz not a disereditable record. But my ob-
servations apply to country a long way
removed from any agriculltural proposi-
tion. TFwven last year I undersiand the
mines development vote was oxcessed by
£10.000 for the purpose of providing
water north and south of Seuthern Cross.
Camels were used for transporting watev
to these places, while 25,000 gallons were
drawn from the Coolgardie Water Sup-

ply and taken to Menzies by frain, and

sold there by the thousand gallons.
Special provision for water supplies was
made at Norseman and at Phillips River.
Recently diamond drilling was earried on
at a place called Volunteer Flat, near Cue.
Now here is a remarkable instance of the
foresight of the Minister. TIn respect to
a place called Yowanme, the Government
geologist reporied that it was a worthless
district, and that to erect a mill there
wounld be a waste of money. Two and a
half years ago Mv, Gregory. accompnaied
by Mr. Troy, visited the distriet, and in
consequence of this personal inspection
Mr. Gregory ervected a battery aut of this
vote. To-day the results have amply jusii-
fied what was done. Splendid reports
have eome in from thai distriet down to
300 feet. There are some excellent mines
and shows there. One big company em-
ploys hundreds of men, and large quan-
tilies of machinery are on the road for it.
Altogether it is a most promising dis-
triet. I might tell the House something
of the North Star Mine at Maleolm, some-
thing as to the Minister’s advance in con-
neetion with that. It was on old aban-
doned shaft, and Mr. Gregory induced
the local people to form a eompany, un-
dertaking to provide £1,000 out of the
mines development vote conditionally on
their collecting £700 loeally. That £1,000
was afterwards increased to £1,500, and
the mine has turned out thousands of
pounds worth of gold, while if is the sole
employer of labour in that distriet, if we
except the Richmond Gem. I am told
that none of that money has yei heen re-
paid, but that the mine is so prosperous
and is being worked on such satisfactory
lines that the State will not lose n single
sixpence on the transaction. I eonld en-
lighten the House in respeef to a mine
in which Mr. Brimage is concerned, the
Richmond Gem, but I will not do se, nor
shall T say anything of the money which
has been spent there.

Hou. T. F. 0. Brimage: Tt was not
provided by the Government.

Flon. M. L. MOSS: I might also en-
lighten the House in regavd to a certain
engine-driver’s certificale in whieh Mr
Brimage was interested, and in respect to
which Mr. Gregory got bimself inte a
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good deal of hot water by obliging the
hon. member. However, I will not go into
these details, But in justice to Mr.
Gregory T would like Lo say that Mr.
Brimage is one of those who on the floor
of the House said that anybody would be
a traitor who opposed the building of the
Ballfinch railway.

Hon. T, F, O. Brimage: I never said
anything of the sort. The hon. member
has insinuated that T am one of those
who altacked the late Government for
building the railway.

The PRESIDENT: I think you hear
very imperfectly; vou should sit nearer
to the speaker.

Hon. M. I.. MOSS: The hon. member
interrupted me too soon. What I was
going to say was that when the Bill auth-
orising the construction of the Bullfinch
railway was before Parliament the hon.
member was one of its strongest sup-
porters, and he said that anybody wha
opposed the line would be a traitor to
the hest inferests of lis eounlry and the
industry, At least, that wns the purport
of his remarks. But that line cost
£33,000, and then there was the pipe line
put down te take water te the Bullfinch.

Houw. T. I*. Q. Brimage: They charged
g0 much per pint for water.

Hon, M. L. MOSS: 1 would not care
if they charged so mueh per teaspoonful.
I am not complaining. Unfortunately it
has not turned oul as well as had been
anticipated, hut I am trying to let the
hon. member see that he was loud in his
commendation of the late Minister over
the proposed development of the district,
although for some reason Mr. Brimage
has since turned round. 1 am not going
to weary the Flouse in regard to what
has been done under this mines develop-
ment voie more than to say that seeing
I knew bnt little about the matter T have
given a good many details to justify what
I stated al the outset, nomely, that Mr,
Brimage had attacked a man who is out-
side the ITouse and who has leld a high
publiec position in the State, that it was
an ungencrous attack, and this I think
I have proved (o the Honse. At all
events I have not spoken without some in-
formation with which to enlighten hon.

members, and that is more than I can say
of the hon. member when he made his
attack,

Hon. T. F. O. Brimage: It was per-
fectly justified,

Hon. M. L. MOSS8: If I were to make
an attack it would be by way of saying,
“You could have done this or that, but
you have done nothing.” 8o far from
this being the ease in Mr. Gregory’s in-
stance his suceessor in the position of
Minister for Mines has a diffienlt task
before him. Here is a languwishing in-
Adustry to-day, with a decrensing popula-
tion and a decreasing pgold yield.  He
says he is going to do what he can for
that industry,  Everybody, whether in-
side or ouiside the House, must support
the Minister for Mines for the time being
in a policy of endeavouring to prospeet
this conntry. It has not vet been done,
and it requires hundreds of thousands
of pounds to do it. But Mr, Collier has
a diffienlt position before him. Tf he
were prepared to break his heart at the
present moment in an endeavour to find
avenues for the legitimate expenditure of
money under that mining development
vote in endeavouring to put that industry
on a better footing than it is to-day, it
would be a difficult, not to say impos-
sible, matter for him to do more than Mr.
Gregory has done. Some of us who are
not too kindly disposed towards the fields
might have cecasion to complain of the
huge expenditore that has taken place
in that connection; but there never has
been a word of complaint, and I hope
there never will he, So much does the
future prosperity of the country depend
upont a hig mineral development that
agrienltural development i1s a mere bhaga-
telle as compared to the results to be
obtained from a rich mineral develop-
ment, I hope the Government will never
hear a word of objection so far as T am
concerned, and I do not think there will
be a word of ohjection from a solitary
member of the House if the greatest
efforts be pnt forward,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Would it not be
right to also set against that huge ex-
penditure the huge revenue derived vear
by year from the goldfields?
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Hon. M. I.. MOSS: I have never been
here with the object of trying to set the
goldfields against coast or coast against
goldfields. They are all a part of the
great State of Western Ausiraba; and
what I want to see is the people of the
two communities living in friendship and
amicably with one another. Of course,
there has been a huge expenditure in
this part of the State. I have not quoted
any figcures with the idea of showing how
much has been done for the goldfields.
There is no charity about the thing what-
soever. It was a business proposi-
tion for the State, The idea of those re-
sponsible for this big expenditure—
though they carefully serntinised it—had
only one object, to do something for the
industry and put it on the footing it had
in its more prosperous years, and to make
it better if it were possible. One of the
great national works which will concern
this Government during the time it will
hold office will be the extension of the
harbour accommodation at Fremantle.
This question was discussed on every
platform during the elestion, at any rate
in Fremantle where there are three Gov-
ernment supporters returned. There is a
differeirce of opinion as to whether this
extension should be ouiside the river or
ingide the river,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Or both?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Yes; or both. But
one thing is obvious. It is the bounden
duty of the Government to keep some-
what in advance of the State’s require-
ments and to look a little abead of its
developments, also to look beyond Aus-
tralia and see what is taking place elsc-
where. T remarked outside this Chamber
what is well known, that the directors of
the Swez Canal are deepening that water-
way another four feet; and that while
Sydney was the great harbour on the east-
ern side of Australia, Fremantle was the
great harbour on the western side; also
that boats of 12,000 tons or thereabouts
now coming into Fremantle harbour would
be small eraft compared with the boats
that in three or fomur years wonld
come through the Suez Canal, The addi-
tional expense of working a boat of
20,000 tons compared with the extra

earrying capacity over and above a boat
of 12,000 tons is very small comparedl
with the increased amount of earnings
that boat can give to ils owners. We
know ship-building is proceeding apace,
and boats are not getting smaller but are
getling larger, and moreover this country
is opening up at a rapid rate. Last year
60,000 to 70,000 tons of wheat were ex-
ported from Fremantle, and with the
further opening up of this country theve
will be a much greater export within the
next three or four years, and the harbour
at Fremantle will be incapable of per-
forming the task allotted to it, When this
work of such great magnitude was under-
taken, nll those people connected with
the idea of construeting that harbour
within the river and connected with the
huge expenditure it meant at a time when
there were only 60,000 people in Western
Anstralia, had greater confidence in
Weslern Australia certainly than I and
a good many other people had; bul as it
has turned out, the time has now arrived
when the question of its extension has to
be serionsly cousidered. These are ihe
last figures I propose to quote, and T
quote them because they are not in any
Parlianientary paper at the present time,
as I got them myself from the secretary
of the Harbour Trust. The work to dale
has been one of the best paying proposi-
tions the Government have entered on.
Its capital cost is £1,477,500, and the
revenue for the last finaneial year ending
30th June, 1911, was a record revenne,
amounting to £96,301, not including the
harbour improvement rate of Gd. whieh
I will speak of in a moment. The fizures
for the preceding year were £75,253, or
an increase in net revenue of £21,584 for
the year. This shows how the trade of
the port is inereasing by leaps and bounds,
When Parliament antharised the construe-
tion of the doeck at Fremanile ihe Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust Aet was amended
so that the Commissioners could be eom-
pelled by the Governor-in-Council to
strike a harbour improvement rate to
meet interest and sinking fund on the
expenditure in connection with the dock,

so that it would not be 2 buarden on the
consolidaied revenne in any respect. That
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vate produced the sum of £12,000 a year,
and there is £20,155 in reserve in the
Treasury to-day as a result of the income
from the harbour improvement rate, so
that the dock up to date has been no bur-
den on the consolidated revenue. Let me
tell hon. members what those figures
mean so far as that work paying its way
is concerned. On the £1, 477,500 the earn-
ings of the harbomr pay 3% per cent.
interest and one per cent. sinking fund,
also £2,000 per year to a special fund
for the replacement of work that may
get worn out; and last year, the financial
year ending the 30th June, 1911, on top
of all this it returned fo the Treasury
£30.315.  Again, there is £20,155 at the
Treasary to the eredit of the construetion
of the dock. As to the dock, the secretary
of the Harbour Trust tells me the posi-
tion is vonghly to-day: the site of the
present section has been dredged 500 feet
by 150 feet by 47 feet deep, and sieel
sheet piling has been put over a large
portion of the area. 1t iz divided into
sectionns and pumps are already erected
and will be ready in a month to pump
ont the sections so that the work of pulting
in the floor may be proceeded with. The
depth of the sill of the dock will be 34
feet below water. Sufficient depth has
been allowed on that sill to take in boats
of much greater draunght than are coming
to Fremantle now. It is a wise provision.
Undoubtedly these boats will be of greater
magnitude than they are to-day. T am
net going to express my opinion as to
whether the extension of the harbowr is
to be inside or outside the river; becanse
I do not want Mr. Brimage telling me
I am talking about something T know
nothing about. He would be quite cor-
rect. It is a matter for expert opiunion;
and the hest expert opinion outside of
political opinion ought to he abtained. It
ought nof to be decided by politicians. It
may be that it is to be up the river, If
that 15 the judgment, then 1 hope tle
river will not be utilised further than
Roeky Bay.
Hon. W. Kingsmill: Hear, hear!

Hon. M. L. MOSS: It is obvious that-

the high land ou the bank of the Swan
river at Roeky. Bay will make a most ex-

cellent site for the bringing of wheat from
the back country to places where it can
be gravitated into the holds of the boals,
T suppose what I am about to say will
incur the displeasure of a number of my
constituents, but I must say it. ¥ believe
that if an attempt is made to concentrate
the whole of the shipping west of the
bridges at Fremantle it will throttle Fre-
mantle in the aitempt, It is obvious that
many of those siles as far as Roeky Bay
will have to be utilised as. factory sites
where raw material can be brought and
handled at the least possible expense and
senf away, water-horne, with the least
possible handling and ‘at the least possible
expense also. No doubt the seheme of the
Federal Government fo eut throngh the
Suecess Bank and make an Admiraliv
harbour in Coekburn Sound is an ex-
ceedingly good one; but if our Govern-
ment are going io allow congestion to
arise at Tremantle while waiting nntil
the Federal work is done, they will act
against the best interests of the country.
I am not safisfied that it is altogether too-
good a policy to get feo near to the
foundations of those bridges. I look with
a great amount of suspicion on what iz
going on there now. They are dredging
close up to those piles. Hundreds of tons
of material have been put in round their
foundaiions. T do not want to be called
an alarmisi, but if they get too close lo
those foundations there musi be some
terrible calamity on the frains passing
over lhese bridges. I drew the attention
of the late Government to this, and they
assured me that within the last eighicen
months 40 per cent. of the piles of the
bridges have been re-driven; but I am
also told by people who know somebhing
of what they are talking about that when
these piles ave taken out they are as soft
as spenge. I am not going to get too
¢lose to those foundations, Again this is
a maiter for expert opinion, but I beg
the Government not to postpone this as
a matter that can he turned down and dealt
with at a later date, It is already a burn-
ing question and an important gunestion
to the development of this country. Now,
having said so much, let me say that, so

far as the Government are concerned, it
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is my doty here, as it has been in wany
previous sessions, when Mr, Connolly was
representative of another party in power,
to crtiticise the measures sent to ws. I
was nol in any way one of the mosi docile
members Mr, Connolly had te deal with.
Because I did not approve of the measures
thal were brought here, though I some-
times stood by myself in opposition lo
them, 1 always thought it my duty lo
express my opinion and give my reason
why I held my pacticular views. The late
Government I consider had as Fair sup-
port as ey had a right to expeet fron:
me. and 1 propose to be acluated by the
same uwotives with regard to the parly
now in power. | do noi say [ am pre-
paved 1o swallow any revolutionary
measure that may come to the Chamber.
As T sabd before, there are two members
recenlly retwrned who will have the op-
pqriunity of seeing how we behave our-
selves  with regard to the Governwment
policy and measures and with regard to
the government of the country as a whole.
Mr. Drew aud his eolleague. Mr. Dodd.
may expect to reeeive from me a fair and
legitimate supporl on that whieh T think
is in the best interesis of ihe country,
They are entitled to expect that from me;
they cannot want any more, and they
cannot expect anyvthing less, and I am
sure (hat is the poliey aclvating every
member of the Chamber. It is a matter
of no consequence to me, while T am per-
forming my duly in this Chamber, what
Government is in power, so long as it is
actnated hy the highest motives that ean
actuale any one to do his duty to the
people in Western Australia, and so long
as it strives in every way to increase the
prosperity and welfare of the State.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-
East) : Let me offer my hearty congratu-
lations to the new leader of the House
and his colleague. I offer these congratu-
lations in all sincerity although I am the
late leader of the House. It i5 a
non-party House, as Mr. Moss very cor-
rectly remarked, and let us all earnestly
hope it will always remain such. Cer-
tainly on my part I will do nothing that
will alter that position. Any support
that T ean pgive to the leader of the

House I will readily give. Of course he
will understand that does not mean I will
support him in every particular, but
evervthing that I think is in the interesis
of the country, whether it be termed
Labour legislation or Liberal—independ-
ent of what name it bears, it will have my
support. 1 wgive that support to the
presenl leader of the Ilouse more readity
although Mr, Drew practically belonged
io the party which opposed the Govern-
menl ef whieh [ was a member, and
althongly I received eriticism from him I
always looked upon il as fair erificism.
And when opposition came from him it
was lionest opposition. | give him eredit
for this that, during the six sessions
thai | led {he House he did not in
any way seek to hamper me, indeed I re-
ceived assistanece from him such as I &id
not reeeive from other members who did
nat acknowledge he belonged to the party
of which the Colonial Secrelary is a mem-
ber. As Mr. Drew has taken up the pori-
tolio 1 had the honour to hold for tive and
o halt years, as 1 informed him personally,
I shall be pleased to give him any adviee
and support and assislance e may ask,
hecause we are a non-party bady lere,
and  npalurally affer lheolding thai port-
folio for 31 years one takes a great in-
terest in a departmenl, and my intevests
are greafer in that depariment and the
State than they are o see the Colonial
Secrretary inconvenienced in any way, 1 de
not intend lo say much on the Speech or
what is eonfained in il. T shall have a litlle
to say later on in regard o some matters
that T vegret to see are not contained in
that Speech. I regret very much the
drought in the eastern districts is referred
to no less than three limes in the Gover-
nor’s Speech. Tt is bad policy on the
part of the Government io widely adver-
tise what is really a miniature drought

compared with what we know of
droughts in  Australia. As has been
remarked by the member who has

just sat down, this is not a speech
which is only read to members of
this Parliament, or merely read in this
country. The contents of it, the day after
it is read, are cabled o the English news-
papers and all over Australia, thevefore
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it is much to be deprecated that mention
was made of this so-ealled drought, which
after all is a very small matter indeed,
for it is not a dronght. I notiee
with pleasure mention is made of the
Transconfinental Railway. It is well
known ihe Government of which I bad
the honour to be a member had that work
very much at heart, and we did all that
conld be reasonably expeeted to forward
that work., There has been some men-
tion in the Press in regard to the ronte
of that railwoy. Some letters have ap-
peared in the daily papers vrging that the
line should not follow the present Kal-
goorlie-Pevth railway route. This expres-
sion of apinion I agree with to a certain
exteni. One expression of opinion [ saw
in the dwly papers was that the line
should braneh from the South-Western
Lne at about Armadale, going through
couniry at present not operned up, on to
Brookton or Beverley. That far the line
would follow ihe route over which the
lafe Governmenti proposed to build a rail-
way, and which was announced by the
late Premier in his poliey speech. Then,
the suggestion was, that the line should
oo on Trom Brookton due east through
Norseman, and that is where T differ
from ihe opinion expressed by the
wriler of the letter. He advocates
that after the line reached Broockion it
shonld iravel due East to Novseman, and
fhen on (o Port Augusta. T tofally dis-
agrea with fhat beeanse no good purpose
ean be served-by running the fine from
Brookton direet to Norseman. There is
nothing to recommend it going fo Norse-
man and not Kalgoorlie. Kalgoorlie is the
capital of the goldfields, and that railway
should go through the eapital of the gold-
fields. There is nothing to recommend the
line going to Norseman, hecause Norseman
from a pastoral point of view is as dry as
Kalgoorlie, and from a mining point of
view there is no comparison whatever. 1T
certainly think the suggestion is one that
merits counsideration, whether the line
should not branch off at Armadale, going
through what is called the Dale River
conntry.to Brookton and on to the Eastern
Goldfields railway, joining the latler line,
say, at Merredin. It would bhave this

merit: it would save the building of two
parallel lines. I am not an expert in rail-
way matters but I shonld think an inner
rail eould be put in for our own State rail-
ways if it was found better to work the
goods traffic with the 3ft. Gin. rolling-
stoek. 1t will shorten the distance I think
by some thirty miles, I am speaking from
memory. But the great point about it is
ihat it will open np new country, and if
it does not shorten the distance the line
will eertainly be no longer, and will save
the cost of the narrow gauge line which
will certainly have to be put in throngh
that eouniry as already promised by the
late Government. Again it has ancther
merit; it will be a much cheaper way of
zelting over the Darling Ranges than
where the Eastern line crosses at present,
which is the most expensive point on
the ranges io eross. In erossing the
Darling Ranges it will be necessary to
have a corupletely new line, and further
North as youn get to Southern Cross pos-
sibly a broad gauge could be made of the
present line, but information goes to show
that in hieavy eonntry there will certainly
have to be a new line. I nolice with
pleasure it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to do what they can to further the
niining industry. I quite agree with the
membeér who has just spoken, that the pre-
sent AMinister for Mines has indeed =a
very hard task before him, It must be
known to a great many of the persent
Ministry; as several represent mining dis-
tricts, that JMr., Gregory, my late col-
league, who was Minister for hines for
nine years, did all that was possible
for any Minister to do for the mining
industry. If ever there was a man
who devoled his {ime to the task of de-
veloping the mining industry T think Mr.
Gregory was lhat xan. T certainly agree
with Mr. Moss and I should have had
more to say about it had it not heen for
the remarks made by Mr. AMoss, in regard
to the very unfair and ungenerous re-
marks made by Mr. Brimage in seconding
the - Address-in-reply.  Those remarks
were certainly most unfair and most un-
renerous. 1 say ungenerous hecause the
hon. member knew they were not correet.
The late Minister for Mires, Mr, Gregory,
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devoted himself hearl and soul to his de-
partment, and the goldfields—I say with-
out fear of contradiction—would not oc-
cupy the position they do to-day if it were
not for the energy and ability displayed by
the late Minister for Mines. I sympathise
with Mr. Collier, the present Minister for
Mines, in the task he bas undertaken. Tt
is no easy task. The trouble is that gold
niining is declining at the present time.
T will not say declining, but the yield of
gold has declined. Capital is not coming
in to develop the mines. TUndoubtedly we
shounid have dozens ¢f other mines opened
up in Weslern Australia if we had the
capital lo develap them, bul unfortunately
capital is not coming in. It devolves upon
the Goverument to try and lift the mining
industry along. T assme members il is a
Irard task indeed to know what to do for
the mining indnstry, and anything 1 can
do to assist the present Minister for Dlines
will he gladly done, hecause we are all
slike in wishing to see the mining industry
o along and prosper, and the present
Minister for Mines will require all the
nesistance he ¢an zet in order io do more
than lias s!ready been done by the late
Minister for Mines, Mr. Gregory. I also
regret, as a goldfields representative, that
no meution was made of the goldfields
railway whiell the Advisory Board have
recommended—the line from Southern
Cross to Marvel Loeh. If the Government
had been anxious to do something for the
woldfields, and the avenues are few, then
they would have, at least one would have
thonght, availed tlemselves of this one
avenue by wenlicning this particular rail-
way which has been recommended by fhe
Advisery Board. I frust before the ses-
sion clozes we shall see a Bill bronght
down for the constrnction of that railway.
I regret, in common with the last speaker,
that the Ciovernment have not been mores
explicit in regard to the lavd laws whicli
they intend to introduce. We lieard a
greal deal during the general elections and
it was prominenily put forward by ile
(GGovernment thiat the alienation of Crown
lands was to cease; that there were to be
no more frecholds, that all lands were to
be leased. I trust the Government will
seriously consider that matter bhefore

bringing in such far-reaching legislation
as that, During the elections numerous
argumenis were used as to leaseholds
wversus frecholds, and one of ihe strangest
I heard was that coming frow a leading
member of the Labour party, who held up
Treland as an evidenece in favour of lease- -
hold. True, I was not born in Ireland,
but 1 am certainly a descendant of the
Irish race and I have visited Ireland, but
of all men in the world I cannot under-
sland an Irishman advoeating a leaseliold
to a freehold. The gentleman T have re-
ferred to wenl on to say that the Im-
perial Government had spent £100,0600,000
to buy the land from the landlords, so
as to nationalise it. The Imperial Govern-
ment have spent a laree amount of money
in huying the land from the landlords,
nol to nationalise it, but to give the pre-
sent oecupiers an opportunity of obtain-
ing the freehold. Having visited Ireland,
if I had not believed in freehold before T
should now. One has only to be in Ireland
for one day and one will soon become eon-
vineed of llie wisdom of freehold, 1 saw
there farms which had been neglected.
People would not take the trouble to look
after them. They had little or no interest
in their own holdings beeause, as they
remarked, why should they build up a
nice holding for the landlord to come
along at the end of five years or len years,
or even af (he end of one year and raise
the rent. But ihe Imperial Government
bonght the land from the landlords and
sold it to the leaseholders on twenty or
thirty vears’ terms, similar to our condi-
tional purchase system here. The Im-
perial Government saw the stupidity of
trying to build up a eonntry on leaseholds,
and if the Government attempt the same
thing here they will seon see the same
thing come about in \Western Auostralia.
In regard to the reduction of the salaries
of Ministers and certain Parliamentary
officials, T will not say anything on that
matter at the present time, as a Bill will
have to be introduced for the purpose.
Mr. Moss has made some remarks on that
subjeet but ¥ shall have something to say
on the gnestion when the Bill is intro-
duced. [ notice that a neasure is in
course of preparation providing for the
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betterment of the conditions prevailing in
the publie service and the granting of
equal political rights to all eivil ser-
vants. I am at a loss to know exactly
the meaning of this. To-day the civil
servanis have all the rights and privileges
of anv other citizeus, so far as voting is
concerned ; thev are certainly prohibited,
and rightlv so, from going on the plat-
form and (aking part in party politics.
It would be a very peculiar state of af-
fairs if a Government official went ount
of his Minister’s department in the even-
ing at eleclion time and criticised the very
work his Minisler and his superior offi-
cers had been doing all day, it may be the
very work the official had been doing un-
der the direction of his Minister. I think
that would be a pitiful state of affairs
and one that T trust will never be hrought
about. T think ecivil servants get all the
political liherties they have the right to
expect. Would a private employer allow
his officers, or employees, to go out in the
evening on a public plaiform and criti-
cise his mode of carrying on business?
But that is exaelly the position in which
we are asked to place civil servants, 1
do not know wlhether this is intended to
cover certain diseiplinary portions of the
niblie sérvice, such as the warders of the
waols, and more particularly the police. It
wonkd be bhad enough in all conselence if
ihe ordinary civil sepvant were lo be al-
lowed ta do this: hul if a disciplinary
force like lhe poliee were allowed to do
it. T ihink 1t would be zood-bye to law
and order. The police come under the
contral of the Colonial Secretarv; and in
that respect T rezvet very much indeed,
speaking from newspaperv reporls, that
when a deputalion from the police waited
on the Colonial Secretary the other day
with vegard 1o aun inerease of pay, in
answer to one of their requests, hot
touching on pay for a moment, the Min-
ister agreed that they shounld be allowed
to form a union. 1 think that is a
great mistake. The police as a hody ought
not to be allowed to form an association
or wmion. There is no need for it. Would
we allow soldiers to form a union to go
on strike? Would we allow the navy to
do s0? Then why allow the police? I

can anticipale what the Colonial Seere-
tary will say in reply, that it is an asso-
ciation: but we know that all the trade
unions and associations of the past are
now politieal labour unions; and as scon
as this is formed it will become a politieal
labouwr union. as the Civil Service Associa-
tion has become to-day. I say. and I
know it to be so. that there are numerous
members of the police foree to-day whe
have strong political views, so strong in-
deed that it is hard to get them to de
their duty at certain iimes. Now, if
they are allowed to form a union, the re-
sult will be disastrous. We will have &
policeman eonferring with the secretary
of the union before he obeys the order of
his superior officers. In that respect also
I think it was a great mistake—by the
way that deputation was partly arranged
before I went out of office—it was a great
mistake for the Minister to have allowed
officers to acecompany the deputation. The
officers should stand apart from the or-
dinary policeman. That he allowed a ser-
weant to be spokesman at that particular
deputation was a great mistake. Now, in
regard to police pay, we have heard a great
deal lately during the eleclions as fo the
smallness of the police pay. Tt is fre-
quently asserted (hat the police are paid
tiz, 6d. 0 day. No policeman is paid as low
as O= €. n day. There are always a
few men—I believe they number five
noew. but during my time there were
seldom more than (wo—who are recruils;
bul they only act as recruils for periods
nol longer than six months, generally
two monihs, and then thev join the police
foree. When they are reeruits they veceive
Us. Gd. a day for seven days a week, and
lodging allowanee; 1hey are given the
harracks lo live in. The policeman, bow-
ever, is not badly paid. He joins as a
recruit bub may be immediafely passed
into the force. He may be a recruit for
a month only, and immediately le joins
the foree he receives £3 6s. a werk and
three weeks' holiday per annum on Ffull
pay, and he gets medieal attention and
other privileges. I shall have to say some-
thing ahout these perquisites later; but
afler he has been five years in the force,
if he is & married man, he draws £3 9s.
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Gd. o week; and afler he has been 10
vears in the force, if he has not received
promotion to be a eorporal or sergeant
and if he is a married man, he gets £3
16s. 6d. a week; and there are other privi-
leges. That is in the metropolitan avea. Tn
the country, however. he gets district
allowances of from 8s, to 23s. a week in
addition te the pay wmentioned. So
the ovdinary IKalgoorlie policeman who
las been fve years in Lhe police force
receives equal to about £4 3s. a week, also
three weeks’ holiday on full pay and ex-
cursion rates, though he generally travels
free, because he usually lakes a prisoner
down to Perth, or something of the kind;
also he receives medical attention, Bui
that is not all the police receive. I know
several constables who are receiving, in
addition to the amount I have stated, up
lo £100 a year as clerks of courts and
in the shape of bailiff fees and such like.
The police also get an allowance for the
collection of Federal and State electoral
volls, the census, also statisties, agrieul-
tural and otherwise. It may be necessary to
sive some of the police constables who do
not parlicipate in the latter allowanees an
inereased rate of pay. Instead of allowing
them to rveceive 7s. 6d., 8s. Gd., 9s. and 10s.
a day, they could be put all on the same
fooling, and there would be more con-
teniment in the force. They receive pay-
ment for work for other departments,
which does not appear on the police pay
sheets. They get fees as bailiffs £rom the
Law Department; and in at least oue
instance I can give these fees amounied
to over £75 in one year. Then some get an
allowanee as lockup keepers, while their
wives act as matrons, and some get an
allowance as gnol lockup keepers, and
they get mileage for serving processes;
also they get allowances as clerks of
court. In the couniry every police-
man  ean  supplement his income by
2 good amounl. The police are nol
badly paid; and as head of the depari-
ment for a number of years, 1 take this
opportunily of showing it in justiee to
myself. The leader of the House knows
ihat during the time I administered the
depariment I gave increased allowances
and pay to some of the police constubles;

Within tle last two years some have got
as high as 1s. Gd., some 1s. and all, al least
Gd, per day inereased pay; and corporals,
sevgeanls and detectives have gol more.
The increases amounied, roughly speaking,
io about £3.000 per annum. [later on.
at ihe beginning of this financial year,
there was a further increase of lodging
allowance to £9 for married men, and
an inecreased district allowance, which
increases amounted to over £2500. The
two increases they have rveceived in
the past two vears have amounted to
helween £3,000 and £6,000; and leaving
out the last inerease of £2,500 the cost ol
the department last year was nevertheless
£11,000 less than what it eost when [
took conirol, netwilhstanding Llhat the
police had iuereased pay and increased
allowaneces amounting to over £2,000. I
make these few remarks on thiz
department in  juslice to myself. T
was goitrg to say it was not what was in
the Speech, it was what was left oub that
eoncerned one. I see that little mat-

ters such as site for the University,
a  sanatorinm  for consumptives and
a maternity home are mentioned. I'he

question of the site for the sanatorium was
practieally decided by me after looking at
a good many sites. The same applies (o
the maternity home. A very liberal grant
was made for that some time ago. I
regret 1o mention is made in the Speech
as to the question of immigration. We
mmust maintain a  vigorous immigration
poliey.  We were told during the elec-
tions that the preseni Government were
i favowr of immigration under cer-
tain e¢onditions; hut to judge from lhe
letiers that some of their party have wrii-
ten—I refer more particelarly fo thar
awlul letter written by Mr. MeCallum, the
secrefary of the Trades and Labour Coun-
eil, Perth—TI ecan scareely conceive the
{form of immigration that would =it them.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 {o 7.30 pon.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Before tea
I mentioned that it was not so much what
was cantained in the Speech (o which T
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objected, but it is what is not contained in
the Speech that I more pariicularly wish
to address the House on. We have been
informed that the Labour party are really
in favour of jmmigration, and it is with
surprise that I notice no mention of this
very important matter in the Speech.
The importance of that is not denied and
it is hardly necessary for me to delay the
House by giving reasons why we should
o in for a vigorous immigration policy.
That has heen briefly but ably touched
upon by Mr. Moss, The great aim of
the Government which has just gone out
of oflice was, if possible, to try and divert
a stream of suilable people who are
going to Ameriea and elsewhere, whom we
are so badly in need of, to this conntry.
When the late Government took office, or
more particalarly when I assumed con-
1rol of the Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment at the close of ihe year 1005-6, the
total number of immigrants who had ar-
vived in the preceding vear was only 333.
When I speak of immigrants T mean as-
sisled immigrants, that is, assisted by the
Government. There would at that time
Ve some who came out unassisted. At
the present time there are a great number
who eome ont without any assistance at
all. T am only referring to those who
are assisied by the State. As I have said,
for the year 1905-6 the number was 333.
Tt was rather uphill work te try and in-
wcrease those figures. It was uphill work
Tor the reason that we had countries like
Canada, which were attracting people by
the hundreds of thousands per annum, to
compete against, and although the fares
of the immigrants were not paid by those
countries they spent huge sums of money
in advertising.

Hon. W. Patrick: And the railways
and {he land companies advertise as well,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : As my friend
explains, the advertising is not only done
by the eountry interested, buf by the com-
panies owning railways and land, and
the expenditure in advertising in different
ways runs to over a quarter of a million
annnally. Again.another difficulty so far
as Western Australia was concerned, was
that the flow of immigrants had praecti-
«ally stopped for some years to the

whole of Ausiralia.- True, the Australian
States have advertised for immigrants
ginee {hat time, but ihe distance which
separates the old country from Australia
has always acted as a deterrent to im-
migrants coming this way., When they
leave the old country for Australia they
think they will never see their people
again, while when they go to Canada it
is only a matter of six days, which is
equivalent fo a trip from Fremantle to
Melbourne. These immigrants leave in
the fine weather of the summer and return
to their native land to avoid the severe
winter in Canada. Although under the re-
duced rates the fare to Western Austra-
lia is almost the same as it is to Canada,
the distanee will to some extent act as a
biz deterrent to emigration. WNaturally
a country like Weslern Australia with
a population of only a quarter of a
million of people cannot eompete against
a couniry like Canada, and T am only
naming one although there are others
reeeiving as many immigrants per an-
num as we bave total population. Our
small efforts therefore were not felt. We
were delermined to persevere, and as goon
as we conld place those immigrants, and
had all our arrangements eomplete, we
kept gradually reducing the fare each
year. Speaking from memory I think it
was reduced from £8 at that time to
£2 at the present time, while domestie
servants arve brought out for nothing.
The latter merely have to deposit £2 at
the London office, and it is returned to
them in this State after they have been in
domestic service for one month, In the
vear 1906-7 the total had increased to
700. in the next year the total was 950,
in the two following years 1,400, and
2,000, while for the financial year which
has just closed we received no fewer than
8,000 immigrants; so that through our
administration we increased the number
from 333, in 1905-6, to the very respeect-
able total of 8,000 per annum. If the
present arrangements are allowed to con-
tinue, the 12 months ending on the 30th
June of next year should show the arrival
of a total of belween 12,000 and 15,000
assisted immigrants and others are
coming in at the rate of 5,000 a
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year. For the period ended the 1st
Qctober, there were no fewer than
4,500 nominated immigrants booked to
arrive, and 2,000 odd assisted; in other
words, at the kime the late Government
vacated office they left a list of immi-
grants with approved passages, includ-
ing those on the water, to the number
of 6,500, These will arrive without any
effort on the part of the present Gov-
ernment within the next month. The ar-
rangements which have been made for the
reception of these immigrants are very
eomplete; they are met on arrival and they
are housed for three days free of charge,
and for a further week at the nominal
eost of 10s. per week for adults and less
for ehildren. There is a man travelling
through the country finding suitable em-
ployment for them, and both men and
women are placed in suitable positions im-
mediately on arrival. Then again, before
the last Government went out of office,
arrangements had been made to estab-
Hsh a home for domestic servants to
which they might go when out of em-
ployment in the first twelve months of
their residence in the State. If domestics
secure employment and find that it is not
suitable, they will be able to seenre ac-
commodation at this home at a nominal
cost, and stay there until they find suit-
able situations. Of course, at the expira-
tion of twelve months they would be
more familiar wilh the country and they
would know where to go to assist them-
selves.

Hon, M. 1. Moss: They onght to be
married within 12 months.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I suppose
there are plenty of young fellows who are
waiting for these immigrant airls to eome
out. I remember receiving numerous let-
ters from good voung fellows in thé coun-
try who asked whether they might make
the acquaintance of some of these very
nice girls who had heen assisted by the
Government to come to Western Austra-
lin. The Government, however, Irad not
started a matrimonial ageney, and I do
not know whether the present Govern-
roent intend to open one. TIf these young
men in the country had the time to leave
their farms with a view of seeing these

(4]
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girls, T am sure that within 12 months a
lot of them would be very happily mar-
We have heard also that a number
of these immigrants are discontented. Let
me say that §,000 immigrants have arrived
during the last year, and if any hon. mem-
ber were to seleet 8,000 persons, I think
he would do very well indeed if he found
that 99 ontf of every 100 had come up to
expectations. Thus, take one per eent.,
and I will ask whether any one can point
lo 80 persons who have arrived here dur-
ing the last twelve months who have
proved wnsuitable or who are dissatisfied.
I regret to say, however, some persons have
been unpatriolie enough o make a good
deal out of the little dissatisfaction which
exists among 1hose immigrants who do not
find the eountry exaclly to their liking.
Is it to be wondered if you bring 1hon-
sands of persons from England that there
will be a sense of disappointment among
some on their arrival in a strange and very
dissimilar land? It would he peculiax
indeed if that were not so. Thal does not
say however that there is anything wrong
with the country or the people in it. I
think it speaks volumes for the eonteni-
ment of the immigrants and the conditions
under which they are placed, when I say
that during the six months ended Ist Oe-
tober last, no fewer than 3,750 persons
in this State had nominated their friends
in the.old country. They were almost,
without exeeplion, nominated hv former
immigrants, and then again if you take
the last three months there were no fewer
than 2,200 nominated by former immi-
grants.

Hon, M. L. Moss: That is the very
hest evidence of contentment.”

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes. The
six months period shows nominations
are now being received at the rale of
7,500 a year, and the last three months at
the rate of 8,000 a year. That is the
very best that T ecan place hefore the
House. 1t is also a good testimenial for
the methods uwuder which the immigrants
have been placed in the past. Without
immigration and with our vast territory,
this conntry must stand still, and as one
hon, member has remarked, is it reason-
able to hope that we can hold this country



with 1= vast milliens of acres, with the
handful of people we have in it to-day,

when there are the envious eyes of the-

Furepean nations turned lowards us for
the abrerption of (heir surplus millions.
We must people the couniry, and by do-
ing that we establish the best defence
force we ean get. By spending money on
immigration we are doing more for defence
purpoges than by spending thonsands in
huilding cruizers or paying land forees,
We are bringing 1o this State healthy im-
migrant=,  We have rvestricted the selee-
tion of them in the past to yvoung aud
vigorous men who in a few years’ time
will become experienced and valuable colo-
nisis. I earnestly trust that this poliey will
he continued and thai the present Gov-
ernment will not listen io the ¢ry we have
heard that the importaiion of immigrants
or assisled immigranis o the State
means a reduelion in wages. If everyone
preached that zospel. Australin  would
have no more population te-day thau it
had 30 years ago. That, indeed, is a shorl-
sighted argument. I am prepared to ad-
mit that the imporiafion of immigranis
has not worked oul particularly well
for the laie Govermnent. Because unfor-
tunately for the couniry they have heard
this gospel preached too often. So we
lave on the one hand artisnns and shop
assistants believing that the immigrants
were coming in to take their places. in
consequence of which they wanted to vole
againgt a Government in favour of immi-
eration; while on fthe other hand ihose
immigrants already in listened to the
wospel and also helieved that if more im-
migrants came in thetr wages would be
veduced. Therefore we have not eniy our
own people azainst us, but the very peo-
ple whom we have assisied to come here.
MHowever, 1 do lonestly hope thai this
poliey of immigration will be continued.
Apart from the 12,000 or 13.000 whe
are coming here it the arranzements are
not anterfered with as [ have already
meniioned.  1here iz anolher avenue
throngh which we had partly arranged (o
receive themsands of immigranis of the
hest elaxe, I vefer 1o the shorl serviee
soldiers of India. When 1 speak of re-
tired =oldiers T do noi want o be mis-
undersigud. 1 am not, nor have I ever
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been, an adveeale of the old, pensioned
soldier. That is not the class of men o
enme to o new couniry. But fhe system
in the Iudian Army of late years is to
enlist for short service a number of men,
up to abont 10.000 a year. They are en-
listed a1 18 vears of age for a service of
HX years, so the average age of dischavge
i 24 or 25, They are trained to work
al some {rade. and when they come out
of the army al 25 they are the very piek
ol men suitable for Western Australia.
We had maude all arrangements to receive
these people. We sent un oflicer to India,

and  we were in communication  with
the  Agent  General,  advising  hiw

to see the Army authorities ai Home,
and wet  the regnlaiions relaxed fo
the extent of allowing the soldiers to have
a free passage to Fremantle, Mostly the
discharges are made in London.  That,
certainly, is not to the good of tLese men,
because they drift about London till they
are hard up, and then drift away to the
Argentine, and so are lost to the Empire
for ever: whereas, if they came to Aus-
tralin, they would sfill helong 1o {he re-
gervists, and from an army point of view
would be suved (¢ the Empire. Some of
the commanding officers, reading the re-
sulations their own way, refuse lo dis-
charge the men except in London, whilst
other officers are willing to discharge them
here. Tt is true our officer went to India
some five or six months ago, and returned,
and was lo have starled for India again
a little while ago. The reason why we
have not received np (o now many of these
soldiers is that they are only discharged in
the trooping season, in the winter months,
when an avefage of 10,600 of (hese men
are lmought from London, and 10,000
others are discharged. They are an excellent
hody of men, and T will have much plea-
sure in giving to the Colonial Seeretary
all informalion I ean on this matter, al-
though of eourse he ean get all the in-
formation from the department, I have
had numerous letters from friends who
belong to the military and whoe have seen
the advantage to he derived from this
source of immigration. T will gladly
place these communications before the
Colonial Seeretary. T am certain there
will he no diffienliy in obtaining free of
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cost 10 Meslern Australin several thou-
sands a vear of the very best class of im-
migrant the country eould wish to oblain.
1 would draw attention to another matter
lefi out of ihe Speech. We heard during
the yecent campaign a great deal abont the
high cost of living. and, by what process
of reasoning 1 kuow not. that was atlri-
buied 1o the lale Government.  The irne
reason. of course, is that given by M
Moss. You cannol Incrense wages withoud
inereasing the cost of produetion, and in
a large measwre (hai is the solution of it
all, But. without interfering with wages
al all. the cost of living ¢an he and should
he prediieed, and it is (hevetore with sur-
prise {hat T voticed that.no mention was
made in the Speech of the freezing works
the late Governmen proposed to establish
at Wyndham, There are in (he Nimber-
ley district  ihousands ol eattle which
should he lwought 1o Perth, hul the cost
of bringing them here is enormous, some
£3 10<. per head; and, more than that,
“thex are on the boal some 10 or 12 days
with the result thaf they wasle a lot, and
1his, wlds congiderably lo the cost. If
these freezing works were established at
Wyndham. aud the meat was chilled, vou
eould bring it down at a mere tithe of the
eost entailed to-dayv. In that one move-
meni vou would reduce 1he ozl of meat
considerably, It is only the wenlihy man
who can bring lhese catile from Kim-
berley.
of meat. but you will help to seltle the
whole of ihat vast pastoral couniry in
the Wimberlevs. At the present {ime it
i= only a very small portion of Kimberley
that is stocked up af all, There are mil-
lions of acves of fine pastoral eonutry
there which is not worth taking up. he-
enuse if vou hreed eatile on it you ecan
do nothing with them. Some time ago
the lale Tiovernment purchased. for ihe
use of the ahovigines, three small eallle
stations af n place 25 miles west of Hall’s
Creek. called Moola Bulla station. On
woing inio that question T was slruck with
one fact which T could not undersiand.
Speaking From memory there were 12,000
odd head aof cattle on the siations, and
they were offered and eventually bought
at 20 9. per head, a certain proporfion
of vounr eaitle and ealves and all ihe

.pay interest on a smalt overdraft,

Not only will you reduce the cost -

working horses and planl going in. It
was asserted (hat there were some 400 fat
bullocks on (Le station, but when these
pastoralisly produced their returns they
conld not satisfy me that in four years
they had sold 100 bullecks off the station,
and [ becaine suspicious that the siation
was not what it was represented to he.
As il turned oui, the fact of the malter
was that they had the bulloeks but could
nol sell them: and there were these sta-
tions with 10,000 hend of cattle, and the
owners eonld not sell sufficient bullocks to
The
result was that we purchased ihese sta-
tions and brought down a ship load of
bullecks for whieh we obtained £3 10s. at.
Wayndhani 1o (he number of 500, which
we had purchased at 29s. 9d.  1f (e
freezing works were put up every head of
cafile on these sinlions would be wortl
at leasl double what has been paid for it.
The hide alone is worth over 20, and if
the beasts were boilled down for Bovril
they would be worth doable their present
price. There is an exeellenl opporiuuity
for taking up pastoral eountry, bui it
cannot he done nntil some assistanee is
miven to ihe pastoralists to denl with their
cattle.  The big owners can afford {o
charter boais, but it is a big undertaking
the smail man ecannot think of. Evary-
thing was ready for the establishment ol
these works, and of works al Fremantle
lo reeeive the meal when it eame down.
By the imposition of a stock 1ax, provision
was 10 have been made that the people
wha benefiled by these works should pav
for them. 1 meniion this in passing, N
is a very imporlant factor in the cost of
living, and if (lie Government are desirous
of reducing that cost of living I wonld
earnestly  draw their attention to this
aquestion. 1 had intended to speak on the
question of the appointment of a Public
Works Committee, but T will defer my
remarks for anolher opportunily, econtent-
ing myself with saying T see 1o necessiiy
for such appointment. The opinions T
hold have been expressed by Mr. Moss, 1
agree with every word he said vegarding
that. One matter at which T have been
somewhai concerned is the amending of
the Farly Closing Aet. The late Gov-
ernmeni inlended 1o amend that Aect so
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as Lo have a vote laken on the guestion of
the half-holiday. I nofice by to-day’s
paper that a referendum is to he taken
on this question. I think that it is a great
mistake. The Bill ought first to be passed,
and a vote taken subsequenily, so that
every voter would know ihe terms of the
Bill before he exevcised his vote. I do
not intend to go into the guestion of early
closing, hut will defer my remarks undil
the Bill is brought down. I have little
further to say. It is not so much what is
in the Speech as what has been left out
of it.
The Governor's Speech is generally very
_vague, but ihis one ig, T {hink, especially
S0.

Hon. &ir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North) : Whilst I cannot hope to emn-
lIaie the eloguence of those speakers who
have preceded me, I hope to be able to
esiablish a standard of brevity which will,
perhaps, be useful for those who come
afler. It seems to me almost impossible
to avoid a eertain amount of repetition
in a debate such as this. Therefore, under
the eireumstanees T wish to reiterate what
already has been said hy remarking that,
as the occasion has oceurred, I am exceed-
ingly pleased to see Mr. Drew oecupying
the position he is now in and which he
has occupied before. Mr. Drew ocenpied
ihis position ¢n another oeeasion and. he
did it with very great credit to himself,
and earried out his dulies with dignity,
courlesy and ability. I also endorse what
Mr. Cullen said as to this being a non-
party House. T ean ouly say that, so long
as any measnres are brought down ihat
I think are for the good of the country,
the Ministry ean always rely upon my giv-
ing them any assistance that I can in pass-
ing them. Reading the Spesch superfici-
ally, it is a very peaceful one; it seems
very quiet and there seems 'toc he an ab-
sence of anything showing belligerent
signs; but there are, I think, in it some
smouldering vemarks that may at any
time develop into flames, though, until we
get a little further explanation on what
some of them mean, it seems rather super-
fluous to attempt to criticise. The first
thing in the Speech I would Jike to refer
to is in connection with new railways, I
take this opportunity of suggesting to the

There is very litile in the Speech.

Minister who represents the Government
here that in future he might have the
paragraphs in the Governor’s Speech
numbered. Tt would be of great assist-
anee in veferring to them. At present
these are not numbered and it is difficult
to refer to them without reading them
over. The paragraph I refer to is—
My Ministers, fully recognising the
importance of developing the agricul-
tural resources of the Stale, have under
consideration the routes of several rail-
ways, for the eonstruction of which
Bills will in due course be subwmitled
to you.
I am very glad indeed to find that the
Government intend to carry out a con-
linnous policy in the same way as was
instituted by the Government wlho have
just gone out; and among these railways
I hope one that will receive most promin-
ent altention will bhe that from Midland
Junetion to Fremantle. It is by no
means a parochial railway. Tt is one that
is absolutely required to relieve the traffie
going through the Perth railway station.
It has been previously pointed out that
if there were any hreak-down through &
fire, or through an aeecident or any other -
cause, between Midland Junction and Fre-
mantle upon the existing line, it might
interrupt traffic to a very great extent;
s0 I hope the Government will lake into

.serions consideration the constiruction of

a railway from Midland Junetion to Ire-
mantle. The next paragraph I would like
to refer to is the following one, which
says—

Special alftention is being given to
land settlement, the aim of my Advisers
being to secure the bona fides of such
settlement; to insure the utilisalion and
enltivation of the seil, and to avert the
evils of purely speeulative dealings in
land.

These words, reading them supecficially,
ar¢ apparently very interesting; but read-
ing between the lines, we may have them
interpreted to mean that there is some
legislation intended to deal with the gues-
tion before us. T sincersly hope that
there will be no experimental conditions
tried for altering the fundamental pro-
cess hitherto recognised. It bhas been
stated, with or without foundation, that



in future no title deeds are to be granted
Mr, Cullen the other day stated from a
sentimental point of view, from the home
point of view, what a great drawback if
would be for people not to have tiiles to
their homes. I look at it from the com-
mercial point of view. It would be a
iromendous drawback indeed if people
never had tifle deeds wheveby they conld
.make use of the improvemenis and the
land they held for the time. No financial
institution of this country would have
dealings with people witlout proper title
deeds. It may be argued that a lease is
as good as a litle deed; and for instance
it may be said, “What about the pastoral
leases?” It may be said they are as good
as title deeds. I say certainly the pastoral
leases are not as good as title deeds. They
have conditions inserted in them for re-
sumption that will prevent them ever be-
coming good securily; and if any man
knows anything about law and reads a
lease instrument of a pastoral lease, he
will wonder what he has; there are so
many reservalions that it is impossible
for une to know what he has got. And
if any further proof is necessary to show
that the security of a pastoral lease is
practically of little nse, one has only to
take a lease to a place like London, or
anywhere where there are trust funds, and
he will find that he will not get a single
penny advanced on it; whereas for title
deeds of freehold land one ¢an go to any
financial institution and get at least 50
per cent. of the value of the land. In
England they will no more touch a pas-
toral lease than fly. The only security
they would look upon would be the stock
and the improvements; and stock are a
lite ephemeral, especially in a drought
which has been so carefully spoken of in
the Speech now before us. In the cireum-
stances I would like to add my word of
advice to the Government, if it is in-
tended, to be very careful indeed how
_they take such measures as to prevent
people having freeholds. I think they
will find, if they try to use the experience
of other countries, that it will not answer
and will not be in the best interesis of
the development of the lands of Western

Australia. The next point T would like
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to speak on is with regard to the little
insinnation very carvefully made that there
will be a little more laxation, The Gov-
erpor’s Speech reads—

It is contemplated that expenditure
will  increase, and my Advisers are
directing their attention to a propor-
tionate augmentation of the revenue.

I hear on all sides that the cost of living
is extremely high. T hear everyone say,
and I know it myself as well, that the
taxation at the present moment is very
stiff indeed. If I wanted an instance, i
would bring forward the matier of land.
Land in Western Australia is subject,
first Lo the Federal land tax, then to the
State land tax, then to the roads board
tax, and then, I believe, it alse has to
submnit to a healith tax. 1 wonder where
the proprietor of the land comes in for
his profit out of it. In these eirecum-
stances 1 hope the Government will go
very carefully into it before they propose
fresh taxation. Rather I tlank they
should take up a sysiem of economy, in-
stead of going in for the contemplated
expenditure which is said to be increas-
ing, especially in view of a preceding
paragraph in the Speech which says—

In consequence of an abnormal
diminution in the rainfall, many of the
pioneers and settlers in these parls will
have their trials and pioneering burdens
inereased.

How, in accordance with these pioneering
burdens being increased, can it be hoped
successfully to impose further taxation?
I hope the Government will reconsider
their statement in this direction. Among
the Bills to be introduced will be one to
reduce Ministerial and certain Parlia-
mentary officials’ salaries. I was one of
those who voted for the increase and gave
my reasons for if, and I have seen no
cause whatever to change those reasons.
I feel vather confident in this, for some
reason or another, which T am not pre-
pared to say exactly, that there will be no
change whatever from the existing stale
of the szalaries. T put this purely as a
parallel case to the abolition of the Legis-
lative Council, which I believe is one of
the leading planks of the Labgur plat-
form. I do not think for one moment
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that the Legislative Council will ever he
abolished. I think certain parties in the
State will rednee the qualifieation to the
lowest ebb and that the two Houses will
be elected practically on the same basis,
but I do not think or dream for a moment
that ever this Legislative Council will he
abolished. I do not think it would
be wise to do away with 30 useful mem-
bers in a House like this. I thank Mr.
Connolly for having brought up the ques-
tion of the freezing works. This is a
matter that is of concern to the consti-
tuents I represent, Mr. Connolly has
given so many reasons for it that it is
superfluons to add any more with the ex-
ception of just one or two. I think the
freezing works shounld be established for
three reasons. The first is for the reason
that the price of meat is so high in Perth,
and that the establishment of freezing,
canning, and meat extraet works at
Wyndhamr would be the means of re-
ducing the price down here. The second
‘is, #s was shown so admirably by Mr,
Connolly, that the small man has no
chance of realising on his produce nnder
existing circumstances. The large man
can afford to employ boats, and probably
he is not able to give as good a price for
the small man’s produce. I know several
instances in  which for many years
people were unable to sell their produce.
The erection of these works will help the
small man as well as the large. The
third reason is that, unless the work is
undertaken at once or guickly, it may be
done by South Awustralia, whereas by
doing it at once we shall aftraet a large
«guantity of Northern Territory cattle to
the works at Wyndham and give employ-
ment to our own people up there. I hope
the Government will give the matter early
and favourable consideration. The late
Minister for Lands assured me that
everything was ready to earvy the work
on, that the money had been voled, or a
large amount of it, in the last session of
Parliament, and that he was prepared to
put up the works ; that the Government
intended to do it and that no private
people were to do it. I hope the present
‘Government will continue that policy to
enable the pioneers in that part of the

world to reap the harvest they deserve
by being able to find a market for their
prodace. I shall now refer to pearling
at Broome, It is an industry that re.
quires a great deal of consideration. The
pearlers at Procmne have been established
for years, a greal many of them, and it
is a hard and trying life they have, sub-
jected as they are to exposure to storms
and wreckage. I believe there are condi-
tions being made lately which will make
it even harder for them than before. I
can only hope the Government will do all
that they can to endeavour to see the in-
dustry carried on satisfactorily, I am
fully aware a great deal of the econtrol of
it, especially in regard to the workers,
iz in the hands of the Federal Govern-
meni, and that they have taken some
steps to stop the work of ecoloured
divers, but I hope the Goverhment
will recognise the advantage of con-
tinuing the work of that industry
and do all they can to promote it,
and give an opportunity to those men .
who have done so much to develop it and
probably invested their all up there to
continue their work at some profit. With
these remarks I have muech pleasure in
supporting the motion moved by the Hon.
Mr. O’Brien.

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan):
In supporting the motion for the Ad-
dress-in-Reply I would like to congratu-
late the leader of the Honse on the posi-
tion which he occnpies, and the Hon.
Mr. Dodad in attaining Cabinet rank, also
to welcome Mr. Davis and Mr. Doland.
The Speech itself seems to me to be
mainly diveeting attention to the bad
seasons we are supposed to be experi-
encing, and I think too much has been
made of this matter. We eertainly have
in some parts of Western Australia a
shortage of rain and, consequently, a
shortage of erops, but in some parts of
the State some of the ecrops are above
the average, and in the district in which
I am interested people are euntiing as
high as two tons of hay to the acre in
quite a respectable area. In drawing
attention to a had season it is had poliey
becanse the Speech rafers to the raising

of 2 loan, and therefore in raising a loan
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one likes to be silent of any drawbacks
that one may have. There is one thing
that this deficient rainfall has shown us,
that where good cultivation has been fol-
lowed and where fallowing has been re-
sorted to people have been able to get
good crops, therefore the drought, if we
may call it such, has really been a bless-
ing in disguise. The Speech refers to
the proposal to give equal political rights
to all eitizens, That can only mean that
the civil servants will be able to go on the
hustings and to stand at the street corners
and criticise not only the Government
but their superior officers, If such a
state of affairs is allowed in this part of
the world it will be the part of the Em-
pire where such 2 state of affairs will
exist, and if it is allowed it must bring
about disaster. It is an unheard state
of affairs, We shall have the police, T
suppose, eriticising the Commissioner as

to what he should do in certain ecases,

and we shall have the office bovs of the
Treasury probably dietating to Mr. Scad-
dan what his poliey shall be in regavd to
the floating of a loan. I trust when the
Government are niorve matured to their
offices they will find that this is not a
question that should be pressed. With
rezard to the proposals of the Minster
for Lands, I have already through the
Press expressed my views on this import-
ant subject, therefore I do nof intend to
dwell on the disasters which are likely
to follow if the regulations are not with-
drawn, beeause a great deal has been said
in ihe Press and by a deputation which
watted on the Minister from influential
persons, bankers anad ofhers, and any-
thing that one says about this important
question is repeated by Government sup-
porters, and they falk about the Terrace
squealing, and if that is so then we find
all the banks and the whole of the Ter-
race squealing, and they will po on
squealing until they are squelched alfo-
gether if the regulations are not with-
drawn. I may say I have had a good
deal of experience in land dealings in
this State, therefore I thounght it ‘incum-
bent on me, when the land regulations
were first tmentioned, fo express my

opinions and I am not going to say

much more on the subject. Because I
happen to be in a certain line of busi-
ness Government supporters say that I
am speaking in my own interests. I
have been in this country 24 years, and
all my interests are in this State. I go
among the settlers a good 'deal and I
kinow the hardships they have to endure.
If the regulations are persisted in it will
bring about a bad state of affairs and
the present Minister for Lands hardly
realises to the fiftieth part all the dam-
age which he will do. Government sup-
porters in referring to an interview I
had with the Press say it is the Terrace
squealing. Owne important supporter of
the Government told several people that
it was the Terrvace they were trying to
zet at, and he went so far as to say that
they veferred to me as one whom they
wanted fo catch. T take that as a com-
pliment. 1 did not koow that I was so
important an individwal that I should
have the whole Government battery
vaised against me. If they want to ealch
me then I ean tell them I give up the race
and allow myself to be caught. I de
not mind heing a martyr for the good of
the country and therefore I shall eonsider
myself caught. If I am credited, as I
believe I am outside, of having dealings
in thonsands and tens of thousands of
aeres of land all I ean say is, come along,
and if T am heolding any more land than
I should hold that is not improved and
that T am not entitled to, then let them
take it from me. This should rvefer to
all the lands in the State, If a man is
holding land whieh he is not improving,
then it is in the hands of the Minister
for Lands to send his inspeetors along
and see if the man is earrving out his
improvements. Under this regmlation it
is mot the rich man who is going to suffer,
beeanse (he rich man does not want any
assistance from the hanks, or from the
Agrienltural Bank; he can carry out
his improvements, he can finance him-
self even to the limit under the new regu-
lations, but the poor man is going to be
hurt. The Labour Government have al-
ways posed as the poor man’s friend,
but it is the case of the poor man

saying, Gtod protect us from our
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friends.  Conditional purehase titles
have gradually become io be looked
upon as good markeiable securities,
and lenders of money. including the
banks and (he life insurance com-
panies and private  individuals  are
lending on (hese seeurities with the nimost
freedom. Formerly frecholds were the
only titles looked upon as safe securilies,
Lt so much confidence has been inspired
in the condifional purchase lands that a
areat deal of money has heen lenl upon
them, Tt is impossible to say how mnch
money has been lent, but I should say
several lundreds of thousands of pounds
lave been lent on the security of the con-
ditional purchase litle. What is the posi-
tion to-day? The Minister for Lands has
heen wailed on by the banking inslitu-
tious and many people tnterested in pub-
lic companies, also private people, and
ihey have told the Minister ihat if the
regulations ave not amended these people
will not lend money on this class of land
in the future. The Minister has placed a
doubt on conditional purchase securities,
and once you create a doubt on a security
thai security is dead for all time. If there
is any doubt about going to the Minister
or to Parliament to iransfer that seeurity,
that seeurity is practically worthless. An
immense amount of harm has been done
aircady. Tven if the regulation is with-
drawn al onee it will take many years,
and more than all Mr. Balh’s good inten-
tions, fo repair the damage which has
heen done, 1t has been suid that Ffor
many years speculalion in land has been
rife. T deny this as far as 98 per cent.
of the land is coneerned. In a few in-
=iances, probably 2 per cent., there are
peeple speculating in land, lrying to sell
1he land at a profit before they do auy-
thing with if, but the remedy is not to
run a mallee roller over 98 per cent. of
the people but to wateh the two per cent.
and see that the improvements are ear-
ried out. Anyone iaking up land for
speenlabive purposes will not improve it
unnecessarily ; it will not pay him to do
so. If these regulations are persisted in
T think the country storekeeper, who is
the bank in the early stages of land set-
tlement for the small holder of the land,

and {he man who has a few hundred
pounds to lend on the security of a con-
ditional purchase, will stop all assistance.
and the Govermnent are going to penalise
the persons whe assisi in building up this
primary ndustey of the State. Thal is
all 1 wish to say on the tand question. It
is a very important guestion indeed, and
one whieh we would do well to ponder
over, Those who go among the settlers
realise what the people are doing in the
out-back places, and one finds that the
disconragement is very grent indeed, and
the disappointment and the upseiting of
finnneial arrangements has damped the
ardonr of many people and put back the
land sctilemenl of the State for many
years. 1 want to refer to some remarks
made by Mr. Brimage in seconding the
Address-in-repty. I think that member's
remarks caused more comment oulside of
Parliament than the aectual Speech itself.

‘The hon. member’s references to the re-

duction of the salaries of Ministers were.
to say the least of it, extraordinary, par-
tienlarly as when the Bill was before the
House last year to increase salaries the
hon. member never raised his voice in
protest, and if my recollection serves me
right he was very eager, not ouly ihat
the salavies of Ministers should he in-
ereased, but that members’ salavies should
be inereased, and I think I am safe m
saying lhat he was equally eager that the
payment should he made retrospeeiive,
therefore it seems extraordinary that a
few months aflerwards, not a word being
said about it in fhe interval, he comes
here and commeunds the Government for
lwaving the decency to immediotely set
aboul redueing their salaries. The same
hon, memher made some reference to the
Bullfineh railway, and when speaking Sir
Winthrop Iackebtt interjected, asking
something about this railway, and M.
Brinage made a slatement that was most
unealled for, and hinfed that the late
Government had something {o hide in
connection wilh the eonstruetion of that
railway. He hinted that the Government
had something to cover up, but the hon.
member, under the privilege which mem-
bers in tlus House have, would not en-
lighten the House. Why cast this slur?
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Why did not the hon, member tell the
House whal it was all about? This sug-
gestion on his part is one of a most con-
termptible nature, in my opinion. Ic
wonld be interesting, if it would not
weary the House too much to hear what
this hon, gentleman had to say in vegard
to construeting this railway when it was
proposed in this House a few months ago.
The hon. Mr, Brimage said on that oe-
easion—
I have mueh pleasure in sapporting
the second reading of this measure, and
I can bear out what the Colonial Sec-
retary has said with regard to the dis-
trict, T am also pleased that the Gov-
ernment are taking the matter in hand
so promptly, and I am pleased also
thal the Covernment have not dealt
with lhe maiter in the way that the
gentleman who controls the Mines De-
pariment suggested, namely, that we
shonld wait until further developments
had taken place.
What a pity we did not!
T can assure hon. members that wmining
prospects in that district ave veally
wonderful. I lave spent now over a
month in and around that parcticular
locality, and I look forward (o seeing
a very large population settled in that
disivict. The large mine itself, the
Bullfineh Proprietary, is one of ithe
most wenderful mines vet discovered,
and T am sure the (olouinl Seevetary
maie a misiake when he put the ore
downr as being worlh £7 per ton; I
think he meant to say it was worth 7
ounces per ton. The value of (he mine
ig, roughly, aboui half a million to-day
with the ore in sighi. and 1 feel quile
sure of my figuves.
IE lie is not more sure of auything than
he was of those lizures then he is not sure
of mucl.
The Colonial Secretary on referving
to his notes will lind thal he made an
ervor in speaking of £7 in value in-
gtead of 7 ounces. The number of
leases pegged out in that district dwr-
ing the last 12 months is between 500
aml 380, and gold has been found from
Southern Cross right through to Golden
Valley, and with medern appliances for

.
the treatment of low evade ores, I
think we will see m the Yilgarn dis-
lriet during the next five years a popu-
lation of over 20,000 people. You
have only io take these large mines
which were vecently purchased by

* Messrs. Bewick, Moreing, and Com-

pany and by Messrs, Doolette, the Cov-
inthian and the Corinthian Noxth, both
of which contain immense quantities of
orve worth 32s. a ton, ore whieh ean be
tveated (mining, milling, etcetera), for
about 16s. Thus it will be seen the
great profit that remains after treat-
ing that ove, and it can be imagined
what o great number of men will be
employed in the mdusiry there. Per-
sonally, T think the (Hovernment are
taking no visk in building this line, and
T am hopeful that before long prospec-
tors will be found fuirther North, and
the railway pushed on in the same
divection. T have been as far as Golden
Valley, whiclt is 30 miles from South-
ertt C'ross, and have seen some pro-
mnising reefs there. T need only men-
iton one or two, such as the Violet,
which has an immense ore body, and
"ine Hill. which is also at Golden
Valley and whieh 15 another very big
show. containing great quaniities of
ore, which will vield 16 or 17 dwis.
{(Hon. A, G. Jenkins: Will vou recon-
mend us to buy Pine Hills at 4s.7) 1
am sorry to say that the hon. member
rather rvidicules some of the mines in
that district. 3t is only in  eonse-
quence of his long restdence on the
coast, and that too accounts for his
ignorance In eonnection with mining
to-day.

Hon. AL €5 JFenkins: 1T was right about

Pine Hills.  They were 4s. then, and they
are {wopence to-day.

Hon, €. SOMMERS: The hon, member

wenl on fo say—

if. bowever, he (akes a trip through
this district ot the present time he will
sec something that will open his eyes.
Going carefully through that distriet,
as 1 have done, gold ean be found
every (wu or three miles,

He wnst have earried it in his pocket.

wherever outerops occur, and quife
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»
sufficient to justify the Government in
expending this money on the raiiway.

That is the railway he is now condemn-

ing.

There has been a lot said with regard
to “wild eats” in this district. The
developments during the past week are
proving beyond doubt that gold-bear-
ing lodes proceed from the Bullfinch
mine in all directions. T saw a tele-
gram from the Chaffineh to-day,

I think I have heard that name before.
which stated that over 5-ounce ore had
been disecovered there, and I think this
is going to continue. On another mine
I visited the day before yesterday a
costeen eight feet deep revealed a lode
under the alluvial soil, which by de-
velopment onght to become a great
mass. I eould go on speaking in this
way about the whole of that distriet
from Southern Cross right through to
Golden Valley. I have no doubt what-
ever that a large number of men are
going to be employed there. The rail-
way will facilitate matters, and the
Government are wise in building the
line immediately, because they will
veap the benefit of the heavy freights
arising from the machinery that will
be required at the mines.

There is a lot more piffle like that in the

remarks made by the hon. member on

that occasion. Tt shows what a wonderful
prophet this hon. member is, and what au
extraordinary politician he has proved
himself. His prophecies in regard to the
profits of these mines have heen about as
unforiunate as they were when he
launched his deep sea fishing company a
few years ago, the smell of which has
hardly yet died away. His references to
the late Minister for Mines were entirely
unealled for. The late Minister is a par-
tienlar friend of mine, and one of the
deepest recrets I have is that he was not
returned to this House at the recent elec-
tions so that he could reply to the hon.
wember personally. If he had been here

the hon. member would have had such a

sealding that he would hardly have dared

to show his face in the House again. The
remarks of the hon. member came will:
the worsi of bad taste from him. Whar

does Hansard record in 19082 It shows
the hon. Mr. Brimage to have said—

I congratulate the Government on
getting back into power, and I trust
that, doring the coming year, the

* finances of the State will be put on a

sound hasis. I cannot help feeling a
certain amount of sympathy with one
of their members, My, Gregory. He is
one of the hardest workers of the Min-
istry, and I, with many mining men,
regret that he Las been compelled to
go back to his econstituency and fight
again for his seat. I trust that for the
good of the couniry he will be sneeer=
ful.

Hon, 1. F. O. Brimage: [ rise on a
point of explanation. My statement
when speaking on the Address-in-reply
was that Mr. Gregory bad done very little
for the mining industry during the last
three years. The hon. member is guoting
remarks I made previous to that time.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The hon. member
was carefnl to look up Hansard hefore he
made that staiement; but even with that
explanation from the hon, member, we
know that his statement is untrue. We
know that the late Minister for Mines did
a great deal during his last three years of
office, more than I think he was justified
in doing, for the mining industry. The
hon. Mr. Moss has dealt fully with that
question, but I do say that the remark of
the Hon, Mr. Brimage was most uncalled
for, and would never have been mads
except—well, I do not know how to ex-
press it. No one knows better than ihe
hon. member that Mr. Gregory did more
than he should have done in his desive to
help the goldfields. and to say that he
neglected them during the last three years,
or any portion of the nine years that he
was in office, is only arrant humbng. Thar
is where the lion. member’s bad taste and
ingratitucde comes in. Perhaps he forgets
ihat My, Gregory eame in for a great deal
of abuse for trying o defend the hon.
member who has attacked him in his
absence. It is well within the memory of
hon. members that the hon. gentleman
was running a mine in the Maleolm dis-
triet, and although he had no engineer’s
certificate he was raising men by means
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of a winding engine, contrary to the regu-
lations. He approached Mr. Gregory for
a permit to work the winding engine him-
self, and very unwisely the Minister gave
him that permit, but inserted a proviso
that he was not te work it while men were
in the shaft or to raise or lower miners.
The hon. member gave his word to abide
by the terms of the permit.

Hon. T. F. 0. Brimage: My, President,
is the hon. member speaking in aecord
with the Governor’s Speech?

The PRESIDENT : Yes; the hon. mem-
ber is entitled to speak at large.

Hon, T. F, O. Brimage: I think that
the best method to adopt is for the hon.

member io eall for the papers from the .

Mines Depactmeni. At the present time
he is not making stalements which are in
aceord with faet.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
is perfectly in order in talking on almost
every subjeet, but especially about a
speech made in the course of the present
debade.

Hon. . SOMMERS : [ am talking
abont an hon. geutleman, who, if he had
only been a month in oflice, had done
more for the mining industry than the
hon. member has done in the whole of
his life. I was saying that the Minister
gave the hon. member a permit to work
is own winding engine, bul specially en-
dorsed upon it that he was not to operale
it while men were working in the shaft,
or to' rnise or lower miners, The hon.
member gave his word that he would
abide by (he terms of the permit but, lo
use an expression which is current on the
goldfields at the present time, he “Bri-
maged,” and did use the engine contrary
to the permit, and in the interesls of
kuman life he was prosecuted and fined.
This is the gentleman who to-day speaks
in eondemmation of Mr, Gregory. Again,
perhaps the hon, member's opinion of
Mr. Gregory has altered since the late
Minister refused fo lend him £1,000 to
develop a mine of his which has sinee
proved worthless. If this is so, it accounts
for a great deal of what the hon. member
has said. Tt is just as well to remember
these things when the hot, member makes
stateraents sneh as these. It is well Lo

kuow what underlies them so that we
may get at the truth. This is a bare
statemment of facts, and I defy the hon,
gentleman to call for the papers and have
them laid on the Table of this House. 1f
he docs he will find that they disclose
something which even I have not men-
tioned,

Hon. T. F. 0. Brimage: They have been
tabled before, :

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Well, call for
them again. With regard to the other
important matters in the Speech, 1 agree
that the Early Closing Aet should be
brought down so that the public may have
ample opportunity of knowing what they
have to vole upon, I do hope that the
referendum will not be hurried but that
a foll expression of opinion may be ob-
tained. The reference to the establish-
ment of a university I am pleased indeed
to see, I am alse glad to note that the
Government realise the importance of Lhis
State being linked up with (he Lastern
States by ithe Transcontinental Railway,
and that they will do everything in their
power to push forward that great work.
The inecrease of the powers of the Agri-
coltural Bank I am hearvtily in accord
with, as well as the other progressive
matters referred to in the Speech. Wilh
these few vemarks I have pleasure in
supporting the Address-in-reply so ably
moved by the Hon. Mr. O’'Brien, whom I
congratulate on the speech which he made.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East):
Before making any remarks in reference
Lo the Speech I would like te add my con-
gralulations to the hon. Mr. Drew on the
high position he oceupies, and alse to the
Honoravy Minister, and to congratniate
the new members who have taken their
seats in the House. 1 do not wish to
weary the House, and T shall confine my
remarks prineipally to the question of
land settlement. I may say that T en-
dorse all the remarks that have fallen
from the speakers this aflernoon. Before
proceeding, however, I should like to make
reference to the second paragraph in the
Speech concerning the lmperial Confer-
ence. The words used there, “pulsations
of kinship.” appesl to one, and the blood
seems to vespond to the words. One ean-
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not help wishing that these Conferences
conld {ake place more frequenily, and
that the peopte of England, from whom
we are descended, conld know more of the
great herilage they possess in Australia,
I hope the leader of the House will call
the attention of lhe Agent General to a
faet that drew my notice while in England,
that (hevy are ieacling lessons econcern-
ing Anstralia which are absolulely untme,
particularly in regard to Western Aus-
tralia. The children in England are tanght
that 1he grass here is so sharp as to cut
one’s feet and thal one cannot walk about.
It is ridieulous having statemenis like that
taught fo the children, Terhaps the big-
ger children go straight to ihetr schools
from a lecture arranged hy the Agent
General as o the possibilities of Weslern
Australia, and hear an altogelther different
aecount of the country. It is our duty to
see Lhal these books ave revised. It should
be a simple matter. 1 iried to et hold of
one of the bhooks ai Swindon, but
the leacher would not let me have one.
I could only take o few notes and these
unfortunately T have mislaid. 1t is ex-
traordinary reading these books, and I
consider it lhe duty of the Government

to endeavour {fo get these ecrroneous
statements struek out so that the

young in Kngland, to whom we look
for ouy future population, should be
given an opportunity of learuing  the
touth aboul this great Siate. Mention is
made in the Speech as lo the drought we
are said o be experiencing in ihe eastern
districls, Tt is a great pily (his paragraph
has appeared; beeause (hose who know
anything about the malter—and [ am one
who rvesides just on the bovders of ihis
distriet and in a portion of fthe greaf
wheal belt—know some of the finest wlheat
crops are heing cuf this season. In faet,
every farmer | have met {ells me that he
has had a better erop this year than he has
had for years. My sympathy goes out {0
the few settlers whose erops have failed,
but there will not be more than five per
cent. of ahsolute failures. .\l leaslt 73
per cent. of the crops will be lip-lop.
and the remainder will bhe very fair to
medinm. The statement in the Speech re-
fers not only to the Eastern Distriet bul
to the land along the Great Southern,

2
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where we find the season is one of the best
we have had for vears. Certainly there
is a shortage of water for stock {o the
east; but that is hecause the people were
not ready: they did not put in enough
money for the construcltion of dams, and
other causes have led up to it. Some of
the Eastern States only want a few faets
of this kind to hang misrepresentations
onm.  Despite Federation they will not be
backward in hanging them on peos of
this sorl, and it is a pity a statement sueh
as lhis is sent broadeast throughout
the world. As a rule the season is a good
one in 75 per cent. of the eases. even in
the very district veferred to. 1t is a little
dry, but not by any means so dry as ome
of us have experienced in years gone hy.
The resulls are simply aslonishing. We
hiear of distriets where they expect to gef
30 busliels of wheat and even up to {liree
fons of hay per acve, and that is in the
very district spoken of, so L think o liitle
morve care should be taken before =ucl
slntements are sent broadeast throuzhout
the world. I congralutate the Govern-
ment on the steps they are taking to pro-
vide the setilers who need the relief with
water. T trust 1hey will make the lor of
these people as easy as possible by giving
them a good supply of water. The para-
graphs dealing with fhe mining indusiry
make excellenf veading and show a Ffaith
in that industry il is pleasing to note.
Though 1 am uol a mining man, T have
been 18 vears in the Honse aned have not
yet thrown an obstacle in the way of nny
propositien hronght forward for the ad-
vaneement of mining. T defy anvone to
bring forward an instanee in which T have
voled against the mining industry. T may
sav T was one of Lhe tirst upon the fields.
T did not go as a mining man, hut T went
with as mueh piuck us most of the mining
men. T {ook 14 feams loaded with flour
from Toodlakine to the goldfields and
found ne markel. and T had to pax up to
£40 and ¢45 a ton for earting it, T lost
on the transaetion. T mention (hiz by
the way lo show that T do know something
abont the fields. T was at Hannans., T
was three months prospecting and {rving
to make up for lhe loss on the four, T
was There the day the man pegged oul the
Lake View; I was right on the spot; I
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shol an emu at (he lake that murning. I
know someiling of the men who went up
there at that time. 1 am pleased at the
expeclations which the Govermmnent have;
and despite what has been said by oue or
two who trv to make ill-feeling between
the coast and the goldfields, the Ministry
will find that the people on the coast will
back them up every time in frying to
make this industry prosper. 1 now come
to a subject I know a little more about
ihan mining, and that is the question of
land settlement. A greal many of my
notes are practically useless because mem-
bers have said what | would have said
and have noted down; but despite the
paragraph reading so iunecently, to those
who live in the great wheat belt, a poriion
of which I have the honour to represent,
in view of the fact thal the Government
have done something with regard o trans-
fers and bave put restrictions on the hold-
ers under Clause 56, non-residence, there
still appears to be a sort of sting tail.
The Governmeni have not taken the people
enongh inlo their confidence as to what
they intend te do, and it is easily under-
stood why. We find that among the sup-
porters of His Excellency’s advisers to-
day Lthere are ouly itwo representatives
of the great wheat belt. Oui of 12 seals
constituting this Delt the Labour party
have only succeeded i winning fwo, and
there is a great feeling of unvest in that
area as to who is to advise the Govern-
ment as to the requirements of that great
belt. T own that the present Minister for
Lands, who seems fo be the only redeem-
ing point in conneetion with this maiter,
has had praetienl experience of land
through working his own land for a
considerable time. 1 know we have in
Mr. Bath a man who will do his best to
give a fair deal; T have the highest re-
spect for him, and he has beer a friend
for many vears; but one swallow will
not make a summer. We have also a
gentleman who was lately an officer in
the Lands Department but had no prac-
tieal experience in farming life, though
able otherwise. There is not the least
doubt about it. unless the Government are
prepared to listen to (he adviee tendered
to them by the 10 members on the Op-

position we will find these ien districis

practieally  disfranchised.  These dis-
tricts lhave not endorsed f{he Labour
policy. I speak of the big area which

is ¢arrying the country along lo-day and
lias done more to draw attention (o West-
ern Auslralia than the goldfields have of
late vears. It is doing more lasiing work,
and lo-day is respousible for the atten-
{ion drawn to the State, yet il is practi-
eally disfranchised unless the Government
will listen to and act in aecordance with
the advice fendered by its ien represen-
tatives in the Opposition. This belt has
distinetly said it will have nothing 1o do
with fhe Tabour policy. The people of
the belt know the trials and worries (hey
have on the land, and they do not want
auy experimenting. Enongh lhas been
eaid about the proposal Lo do away with
freeholds. Tf the Governmeni wani
something to be done, why not adopl the
same procedure as in New Zenland and
let the people have the choice of taking
on freehold or a lease of 199 years.
Wherever the Labour party has succeeded
in winning the Government benches ils
members do not know what they want.
Take New South Wales, The TLabour
Government there went in under exactly
the same conditions as onr Government
have, and they used the same expressions;
they threatened lo do the same things,
but had to medify their remarks very
considerably when they got inte power,
so much so that (hey had to appoint a
new Ministser for Lands. I will read a
short extract from one of the leading
papers of New South Wales that . will
show the pasition to-day—

When Labour firsl assumed office
there was no doubt as to what the
policy was. The Conversion Act was
ta be repealed. and freehold was to
become a thing of the past in future
dealing with the Crown, Bat this
poliex mearly wrecked the Ministry.
and to save their bacon they had to
et a new Minister for Tands and a
new poliev. Whal this new poliey is
ean best he gleaned from a veeent
speech made by Mr. Beehy, the new
Minister. He said. in effect: The Gov-

crnment will not toneh the existing
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right of any "landholder. As to all
Crown lands made available in the
future, we intend to offer lands ounly
in living area blocks. We intend to
offer them as home farms or selections,
The lands will be offered on perpetual
lease, not on leases for terms, as has
been suggested, but in perpetuity.
Now, what is the difference between that
and freehold? This is the difference—

No reat will be charged for the first
five years, provided that the setfler ex-
pends in improvements each year 214
per cent. on the original capital value
of his holding. At the end of the five
vears he pays lis rent to the Crown
at the rate of 2% per cent. on the
capital value. For all time rent will
be fixed on that basis.

For all time let it be marked. This is
what it has eome to. Tt is only a matter
of experiment. For all time land will be
charged on this basis—
At the end of the five vears the home-
stead selector gets his deed of grant—
a grant to himself, his heirs and as-
signs, for ever. The only restrictions
placed upon him will be that he will
not he able to sell to any person hold-
ing a living area. and will not be al-
lowed to take up and hold a block for
speealative purposes. The first reap-
praisement of his rent will take place
twenty-five vears after his taking pos-
session, and subsequently once during
each twenty years. In order to safe-
guard him against excessive reappraise-
ment, the platform of the Labour party
containg a proviso that the rent fixed
on reappraisement shall not exceed 214
per cent. on the value of an adjoining
freehold of similar quality.

That is the position as it exists to-day in
New South Wales. They went before- the
eountry and ran the seats in exaetly the
same manner as the Labour party here
have done. bul they found that they could
not carry out their policy. That state-
ment which T have read comes from a re-
liable newspaper and no doubt is a true
exposition of the situation. T want to
say then to the Government that before
they take rash steps they had better look
closely into this matter, and if they do

not, they will ereate one of the greatest
set-backs that the people have ever ex—
pevienced. This feeling of unrest is
abroad and it needs to be ealmed. What
would be the position to-day on the gold-
fields if, assuming they had 12 seats, 10
of them were practically disfranchised, as.
is the ease with agriculture?  There
would be nothing short of a revolution.
The miner is a worthy man, I have no--
thing to say against him, or indeed any
workman; I am a workman myself, and
1 know the value of these men, and I
know they are equally necessary to the:
advancement of the State as is the far-
mer. But what would the miners think.
if they felt that their laws were made
entirely by farmers? What is the posi-
tion of the farmer when he feels that the
laws reearding land settlement are being:
made by men who have not had any ex-
perience in farming? I am going to make
an appeal to the Colonial Secretary to let
the people know where they stand, and
to make an announcement in regard to.
the position., At the present time we do
not know where we are; we do not know
what is going to happen, and the conse-
quence is the position has become unten-
able. So far as the people far ont are
concerned, there is not the slightest doubt
that they will leave their holdings, unless
they are given an nassuranee of better
treatmenl in {he future than has been in-
dicated hy the speeches made by the Min-
ister for Lands. I do want to especially
impress upon the Minister the need of’
keeping in view the commnercial aspeet in
connection with this matter. We have
only lately got the banks to take up eon-
ditional purehases, and we find that they
have opened up in country towns. They
are not extortionate in the rates of in-
terest they charge. I have had 35 years’
experience amongst the farmers and- T
know all abont their trials. I was a work-
ing farmer myself and I know all about it,
and T know that in the past the farmers
have never been ableirto get money as
cheaply ns they are getting it to-day.
Six per cent. on all good properties is not
too bad from a private institution. These
banks took conditional purchases as seenri-
ties until the announecement made by the-
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Minister for Lands, I do not know why
we should interfere at all with what has
heen going on so well; it seems to me
there is ne cause for it. We have a
-steady flow of intending seitlers, and why
this experimental legislation at this time$
It is all a mystery to me, We have three
per ¢ent. of our land alienated, or in pro-
cess of alienation, and we have 97 per
cent. left on which experiments ean he
made if vecessary. I trust that wise
-eounsels will prevail and that the Govern-
ment will not adopt the extreme measures
that they have threatened to take. I
have failed to find one speculator, in the
sense in which I know bim, on the Great
“Sonthern line. There was, I believe, one
in the true sense, but in all other instances
the people in that part of the State have
titken np land legitimately, What is a
land speculator? Is he the man who has
“been tempted to try his hand at farming
and beeause he knows he is a failure seeks
to get his mouvey back hy offering his
block for sale? My 35 years close asso-
ciation with the land and the seftlers en-
-ables me to tell (he House that there is
many a brave effort made, many a hope
deferred, and many heartaches experi-
enced by nine out of ten who have heen
-driven to sell throngh the columns of the
Press. You can no more make suceess-
ful tillers of the soil by selection or by
Acts of Parliament than you can make
-sunecessful men in any other ecalling or
profession. There must be natural adapt-
-ability; you always have to enll ont the
failures. Can you blame a man for pui-
ting his property on the market after he
has worked it and trying to make a little
profit on his labour? With regard to the
real land speculator as we know him, we
-do not want him, and if you ean find him
pay himi out by every means in your
power, but T do not know where he is un-
less you call a speculator the man who
takes up a larger area thap he himself
requires, hut who has his ehildren who
are growing up to consider. So long as
that man is earrying out the improve-
ments, can yon blame him for doing that?
Is he a land speculator because he has in-
creased his holding whilst his children are
-growing? I trost the Government will

look well into this watter. With regard
to other matters contained in the (Gover-
nor’s Speech, I am glad to notice that it
is the intention of the Government to
build homes for the people, and that it is
proposed to increase the capital of the
Agricoltural Bank and extend its opera-
tions. I am only sorry that they did not
say in the Speech that they were going to
build Lomes in every town in the State.
For a work of this deseription the Gov-
ernment are justified in borrowing money,
and borrowing largely. T desire briefly
anlzo to refer to a staternent made by the
Premier at Kalgoorlie, that it was the in-
tenlion of the Government to take over the
hospitals. I sincerely trust that is going to
be done., In my little town, having had
the opportunity of being on the hospital
committee, T know that the management
of that institution has been a positive
burden. With regard to the Speech gen-
erally, T want to say that there is nothing
in it at which one ean eavil; it is not what
they have said in it that we ave afraid of,
or that we can object to, but it is what
they have left unsaid, and the sooner the
Government can put the people right in
that respeect, the sconer we will be able
to go along the even tenor of our way.

On motion by Hon. W. Patriek, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned al 9.14 p.m.



